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A  PLEADER  TO  THE  KEEPER  WHEN  A  READER. 

AS  all,  my  friend,  through  wily  knaves,  full  often  suffer  wrongs, 

Forget  not,  pray,  when  it  you  've  read,  to  whom  this  book  belongs. 

Than  one  Charles  Clark,  of  Totham  Hall,  none  to  't  a  right  hath  better, 

A  wight,  that  same,  more  read  than  some  in  the  lore  of  old  6tocft-letter. 

And  as  C.  C.  in  Essex  dwells — a  shire  at  which  all  laugh — 

His  books  must,  sure,  less  fit  seem  drest,  if  they  're  not  bound  in  calf! 

Care  take,  my  friend,  this  book  you  ne'er  with  grease  or  dirt  besmear  it; 

"While  none  but  awkward  puppies  will  continue  to  " dog's-eax"  it! 

And  o'er  my  books  when  book-icorw  "grub,"  I  'd  have  them  understand, 

No  marks  the  margins  must  de-/aee  from  any  busy  "hand!" 

Marks,  as  re-marks,  in  books  of  Clark's,  when  e'er  some  critic  spy  leaves, 

It  always  him  so  wa-tp-ish  makes,  though  they  're  but  on  the yfy-leaves ! 

Yes,  if  so  they  're  used,  he  'd  not  de-/<?>-  to  deal  a  fate  most  meet — 

He  'd  have  the  soiler  of  his  quires  tlo  penance  in  a  sheet! 

The  Ettrick  Hogg — ne'er  deemed  a  bore — his  candid  mind  revealing, 

Declares,  to  beg  "a  copy"  now 's  a  mere  -pre-text  for  stealing! 

So,  as  some  knave  to  grant  the  loan  of  this  my  book  may  wish  me, 

I  thus  my  book-plate  here  display,  lest  some  such  "fry"  should  dish  mel 

—But  hold, — though  I  again  declare  wiTH-holding  I  '11  not  brook, 

And  "a  sea  of  trouble"  still  shall  take  to  bring  book-worms  "to  book!" 
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Written  by  the  Honourable  Sir  Mat- 
thew Haley  Kt.  fometime  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  His  Majefty's  Court  of 
King's-Bench. 


To  which  is  added,  A  Tryal  of 
Witches,  at  the  AtTrzes  held  at  Bury 
St.  Edmonds )  for  the  County  of  Sufc 
folk,  on  the  ioth  of  March  1664,  be- 
fore the  faid  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  Kt. 
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FOR 

The  Right  Honourable 

^  THE 

Lord  High  Treasurer 

» 

■ 

O  F 

ENGLAND, 

And  the 

x    CHANCELLOR 

Of  the 

Exchequer; 

/^  Ccording  to  my  Pro- 
XX  mife  to  your  Lord- 
(hips,  I  have  given  a  large 
Hiftorical  Narrative  of  the 
Sheriffs  Accompts   for  the 

A  2  Annu- 

■ 


Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

Annual  Revenue  of  their 
Countries  :  Wherein  fome 
things  may  occurr  that  may 
be  ufefull  to  the  underftan- 
dmg  of  the  Sheriffs  Ac- 
compts,  and  many  other 
old  obfcure  Records,  and 
fome  things  incidently  o- 
pened  that  have  been  for- 
merly obfcure  and  fcarce 
intelligible  ,  yet  fit  to  be 
known.  Some  things  alfo 
relating  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Auditors  of  the 
Revenue,  and  the  Officers 
of  the  Pipe.  There  may  be 
fome  miftakes  of  my  own, 
I  confefs,  in  a  matter  of  fo 
great  intricacy,  perplexity 
and  obfoletenefs ,  which  I 
could  not  eafily  correct,  in 
the  Country,  becaufe  many 

of 
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of  my  Papers  are  at  London 
that  concern  this  bufinefs, 
and,  I  fear,  hardly  to  be 
retrieved  into  a  due  order, 
in  regard  of  the  late  diftrac- 
tion.  And  here  may  be 
fome  miftakes  in  the  Tran- 
fcriber,  which  at  this  dis- 
tance I  could  not  examine. 
But,  poflibly,  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  miftakes,  Your 
Lordihips  may  find  fome- 
thing  that  may  be  ufefull, 
and  when  I  wait  upon  you 
I  lhall  review  and  correct. 

Tour  Lordihips 
hum  Lie  Servant, 
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CHAR  I 

Touching  the  ancient  and  mo^ 
dern  Weight  and  Allay  of 
Sterling  Silver. 

IT  will  be  necelary  for  the  bet- 
ter underftanding  of  Sheriffs 
accompts,  efpecially  in  the  'el-, 
4er  times^to  examine  thefe  mat- 
ters, viz. 

>(  I.  Touching  the  Denomination  3 
Weight  and  Allay  of.  Sterling  Mo- 

B  riey/ 
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ney,  the  Corruptions  thereof  in 
both,  and  the  remedies  that  have 
been  formerly  applied  for  the  re- 
formation of  thefe  corruptions. 

II.  Concerning  Firmes,  their  na- 
ture, and  how  they  were  anfwered 
in  former  times.  The  firft  fliall  be 
the  fubject  of  this  Chapter,  the  fe« 
cond  the  fubjeft  of  the.  next. 

Concerning  the  former  of  thefe, 
I  fliall  apply  my  ielf  fingly  to  the 
bufinefs  of  Silver  Coin,  becaufe  that 
was  the  ufual  fpecies  wherein  the 
King's  Firmes  were  commonly  an- 
fwered. 

And  firft,  concerning  the  Coin 
of  Silver ,  there  are  thefe  things 
considerable  therein. 

i.  The  Authority  or  Power  that 
gives  it  its  Stamp,  Weight, 
Denomination  and  Value. 

2.  The  Matter  of  it. 

3.  The  Weight  and  Denomina- 
tion. 

As  concerning  the  firft  of  thefe, 
it  is,  without  all  queftion,  the  in- 
herent Regality  and  Prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  to  give  the  Currant- 

neft. 
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nefs,  Allay,  Weight,  Denominati- 
on and  extrinfique  Value  to  the 
Coin  of  this  Kingdom  :  and  as  it  is 
a  part  of  his  Regality  and  Preroga- 
tive, fo  it  is  a  part  of  his  Regal  Reve- 
nue, which  is  called  the  King's  Seig- 
niorage, or  Royalty,  or  Coinage, 
viz.  ordinarily,  on  every  pound 
weight  of  Gold,  the  King  had  for 
his  Coin  $s.  out  of  which  he  pa-id 
to  the  Matter  of  the  Mint,  for  his 
work ,  fometimes  is.  fometimes 
is.  6d.  Upon  every  pound  weight 
of  Silver,  the  Seigniorage,  or  Coin- 
age, anfwered  to  the  King ,  in  the 
time  of  King  Edw.  3.  was  8  peny 
weight,  pondere,  which  about  that 
time  amounted  to  is.  out  of  which 
he  paid  fometimes  Sd.  fometimes 
yd.  to  the  Mafter.  In  the  time  ot 
H.  5*.  the  King's  Seigniorage  of  eve- 
ry pound  weight  of  Silver  was  1  <>d» 
See  Rot.  Pari  9  H.  5. pars  2.  N.i  5*.  al- 
though the  Authorization,  Deno- 
mination and  Stamp  of  Coin  was 
undoubtedly  the  King's  right ,  yet 
it  appears  by  Roger  Hawood,  that 
in  the  troublefome  times  of  King 
B  %  Stephen 
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Stephen,  viz.  An.  Dom.  1149.  Om- 
nes  Potentes ,  tarn  Epifcopi  quam 
Comites  &  Bar  ones,  fuam  faciei  ant 
monetam.  But  Henry  the  fecond 
coming  to  the  Crown,  remedied 
this  usurpation  of  the  Baronage  : 
Nov  am  fecit  m one  tarn  quaz  fcla  re- 
cepta  erat  &  accepta  in  regno.  And 
iince  that  time,  the  exercife  as  well 
as  the  right  of  coining  of  Money 
in  the  Kingdom  hath  remained  un- 
interruptedly in  the  Crown.  It  is 
true,  that  by  certain  ancient  privi- 
leges, derived  by  Charter  and  U- 
fage  from  the  Crown,  divers,  e- 
fpecially  of  the  eminent  Clergy, 
had  their  Mints  or  Coinages  of 
Money.  As  the  Abbot  of  St.  Ed- 
munds bury,  Clauf  32  H.  8.  m.  i^. 
dorfo  :  And  the  Archbifhop  of  Tork 
Clauf.  5  E.  3.  pars  1.  m.  10.  19.  dor- 
fo, and  fome  others.  But  although 
they  had  the  profit  of  the  Coin, 
yet  they  had  neither  the  Denomi- 
nation Stamp,  nor  Allay  :  for  up- 
on e/e/y  change  of  the  Coin  by 
the  Kings  Proclamation,  there  if- 
feed  over  a  Mandate  to  the  Trea- 

furer 
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furer  and  Barons  to  deliver  a  Stamp 
over  to  thofe  private  Mints  to  be 
ufed.  But  this  liberty  of  Coinage 
in  private  Lords  hath  been  lcng 
fince  difufed,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  if  not  altogether,  reaflumed 
by  the  Statute  of  3  H.  7.  Cap.  6. 

2.  Concerning  the  fecond,  viz. 
the  Matter  or  Species  whereof  the 
currant  Coin  of  this  Kingdom  hath 
been  made,  it  is  Gold  or  Silver, 
but  not  altogether  pure,  but  with 
an  Allay  of  Copper,  at  leaft  from 
the  time  of  King  H  1.  and  H.  %. 
though  poffibly  in  ancienter  times 
the  Species  whereof  the  Coin  was 
made  might  be  pure  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver; and  this  Allay  was  that  which 
gave  the  Denomination  of  Sterling 
to  that  Coin,  viz.  Sterling  Gold, 
or  Sterling  Silver  :  Wherein  there 
will  be  inquirable , 

1.  Whence  that  Denomination 
came. 

z.  How  ancient  that  Den  nina- 
tion  was. 

■  3.  What  was  the  Allay  that  gave 
Silver  that  Denomination. 

B  3  For 
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For  the  former  of  thefe  there  are 
various  conjectures,  and  nothing  of 
certainty. 

Spelman  fuppofeth  it  to  take  that 
Denomination  from  the  Efterlings, 
who,  as  he  fuppofeth,  came  over 
and  reformed  our  Coin  to  that  Al- 
lay. Of  this  opinion  was  Camhden, 
A  German®,  quos  Angli  Eiterlings, 
ah  Orient  all  fitu,  vocarunt,  facta  eft 
appellation  quos  Johannes  Rex,  ad 
Argent  urn  in  fu  am  pur  it  at  em  redigen 
dam,  primus  evocavit :  &  ejujmodi 
nummi  Eilerlingi,  in  antiquis  jcrip- 
t'ur'u  jemper  reperiuntur.  Some  fup- 
pofe  that  it  might  be  taken  up  from 
the  Star  re  Judaeorum,  who  being  the 
great  Brokers  for  Money,  accepted 
and  allowed  Money  of  that  Allay, 
for  currant  payment  of  their  Stars 
or  obligations.  Or  hers  from  the 
impreffion  of  a  Sterling .,  or  of  an 
Afterifck  upon  the  Coin.  Pur  ceo 
que  le  form  d'un  Stare,  dont  le  di- 
minutive eft  Sterling,  fait  imprejft 
ou  ft  amp  Jur  ceo. 

Auters  pur  ceo  que  le  primer  de 

-eft  Standard  fuit  coyn  en  le  £aftle 

~  -de 
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de  Sterlin  in  Scotland  pur  te  Roy 
Edw.  1.  And  poffibly  as  the  pro- 
per name  of  the  fourth  part  of  a 
Peny  was  called  a  Farthing,  and 
Ordinarily  a  Ferling ;  fo  in  truth  the 
proper  name  of  a  Peny  in  thofe 
times  was  called  a  Sterling,  without 
any  other  reafon  of  it  than  the  ufe 
of  the  times  and  arbitrary  impofi- 
tion,  as  other  names  ufually  grow. 
For  the  old  Aft  of  51  H,  3.  called 
Compqfitio  Menfurarum,  tells  us  that 
Denarius  Anglice  Sterlingus  dicitur. 
And  becaufe  this  was  the  root  of 
the  meafure,  efpecially  of  Silver 
Coin,  as  will  be  fliewed,  therefore 
all  our  Coin  of  the  fame  Allay  was 
alfo  called  Sterling,  as  five  Shil- 
lings Sterling,  five  Pounds  Ster- 
ling. 

2.  When  this  name  of  Sterling 
came  firft  in  is  uncertain,  onely  we 
are  certain  it  was  a  Denomination 
in  ufe  in  the  time  of  H.  3 .  or  Ed.  i* 
and  after-ages.  But  it  was  not  in 
ufe  at  the  time  of  the  compiling  of 
Doomfday,  for  if  it  were  we  fhould 
have  found  it  there,  where  there  is 
B  4  fo 
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fo   great  occafion  of  mention  of 
Firmes,  Rents  and  Payments. 

Standard  del  mony  en  French  eft 
appel  Pied  de  mony  per  Bodin,  Pes 
tnonetarum,  quaji  Princeps  ibi  pedem 

figit. 

-  Matth.  Paris  mag.  Hill.  2xo.  I. 
In  le  iz  an.  de  Roy  John  le  primier 
fiandard  del  Englijk  mony  fuit  eft  a- 
hlijh  en  Realm  a*  Ireland,  et  fuit  e- 
qual  al  primes ,  &  que  f  Englifh  mo- 
ny ne  fuit  au  quart  part  melior  in 
value  que  t  Irifb,  come  ceo  ad  eft  re 
depuis  le  temps  del  Edw.  4.  Et 
fuit  change  in  Ireland  come  ceo  fuit 
change  in  Engleterre.  Le  primer 
difference  &  inequality  inter  les 
Standards  del  Englifh  monies ,  © 
-irifb  monies  eft  troue  in  5  Ed.  4. 
car  donq;  fuit  declare  in  Parliament 
icy  que  le  Noble  ferra  currant  en 
teft  Realm  pur  \os.  &  iffint  fuit 
que" I 'Irifb  Shilling  forfque  yd.  Den- 
gletre.  -  .r.  .Y  '  r-i 

;.  Hovenden  in  Rich  1.  fol.  377.  I. 
Videns  igitur  Galfridus  Eboracenfis 
eletlus,  quod  niji  me  di  ante  pecunia 
amor  em  Regis  fui  nullatenus  habere 

poffit, 
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poffit,  promifit  ei  tria  millia  Lihra- 
rum  Sterlingorum  pro  amore  ejus 
habendo.  Que  fuit  devant  le  temps 
del  Roy  John ;  pur  que  femble  que 
le  temps  quant  cefl  money  fuit  pri- 
mermen t  coin  eft  uncertain.  Car  af- 
cuns  diont  que  fuit  fait  per  Osbright 
un  Roy  de  Saxon  race  1 60  ans  de- 
vant le  Nor  man  con  que  ft.  Nummus 
a  Numa  que  fuit  le  primer  Roy  que 
fefoitmoneies  en  Rome.  Ijfint  Ster- 
lings ,  alias  Efl  er  lings ,  queux  pri- 
mes fefoient  le  money  de  ceji  Stan- 
dard en  Engleterre. 

3.  As  touching  the  Allay  that 
is  by  ufe  and  cuftom  fitted  to  that 
Money  which  we  call  the  Sterling, 
or  Sterling  Allay  ;  perchance  we 
lliall  not  find  that  conftancy  in  the 
Allay  as  is  generally  thought. 

The  Sterling  Allay  of  Gold/ac- 
cording to  the  Red  Book  of  the  tx-   J- 
chequer  is  this.    The  Pound  weight^ 
of  Gold  confifts   of  twenty  fcfj?' 
Charats,    every  Charat  weigmhg 
half  an  Ounce  of  Silver ;  and  eve- 
ry Charat  of  Gold  confifts  of  four 
Grains  s    and   confequently  every 

Gram 
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Grain  of  Gold  weighing  thirty  of 
thefe  Grains  which  we  call  Silver 
Grains,  whereof  hereafter. 

In  the  time  of  Edw.  3.  the  Pound 
of  Sterling  Gold  confided  of  twen- 
ty three  Charats,  three  Grains  and 
a  half  of  pure  Gold ,  and  half  a 
Grain  of  Allay  of  Copper. 

The  Sterling  Silver,  as  it  feems 
to  me,  in  former  times  had  an  Al- 
lay differing  from  what  it  is  at  this 
day.  At  this  day  a  Pound  weight 
of  Silver  (viz.  iz  Ounces  to  the 
Pound  ,  or  Troy  weight )  confifts 
of  eleven  Ounces  two  Peny-weight 
of  fine  Silver,  and  eighteen  Peny- 
weight  of  Allay  or  Copper  :  every 
Pound  containing  twelve  Ounces, 
and  every  Ounce  divided  into  20 
pans  called  twenty  Peny-weight : 
For  at  that  time  20  Peny-weight 
weighed  one  Ounce,  which  though 
the  Peny-weight  be  altered,  yet 
the  Denomination  continues.  And 
this  Allay  was  in  ufe  in  the  forty 
fixth  year  of  King  Edw.  3.  and  for 
fome  time  before,  and  hath  conti- 
nued ever  fince. 

In 


In  the  Treatife  of  Money  in  the 
Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer  which 
feems  to  be  written  in  the  time  of 
Edw.  3.  for  it  mentions  the  Inden- 
tures of  the  Mint  in  23  Ed.  3.  it 
is  faid  the  ufe  was  then  that  in  e- 
very  pound  weight  of  Sterling  Sil- 
ver there  was  fixteen  Peny-weight 
of  Allay  :  the  confequence  whereof 
is  that  the  Pound  of  Sterling  Silver 
then  contained  eleven  Ounces  four 
Peny  weight  of  fine  Silver,  and  fix- 
teen Peny-weight  of  Copper. 

And  it  ftiould  feem  by  what  fol- 
lows in  the  Chapter,  that  in  the 
time  of  H.  2.  the  Allay  of  Copper 
in  Sterling  Silver  was  lefs  than  that : 
For  upon  every  Pound  weight  of 
Silver  Money  they  ufed  to  allow 
12  Peny-weight  ad  dealbandam  fir 
mam ;  which  feems  to  be  the  reme- 
dy  for  the  reduction  of  the  Money 
then  currant  into  fine  Silver,  fed 
de  hoc  poftea. 

But  at  this  day,  and  for  very  ma- 
ny reafons,  the  Allay  of  Sterling 
Silver  hath  been  18  Peny-weight 
of  Copper  allowed  to  11  Ounces 

xPe- 
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%  Peny-weight  of  fine  Silver;  there- 
by making  up  the  Pound  weight 
Troy  of  Sterling.  Vid.  Indentures 
of  the  Mint,  Clauf  46  Ed.  3.  m. 
1 8.  Dorf  Clauf.  \.H.  5:.  m.  3  5.  Dor/. 
Clauf.  4.  Ed.  4.  m.  20.  And  this  I 
take  at  this  day  to  continue  the 
Standard  of  Sterling  Silver. 

29  E.  I.  Per  /pedal  ordinance  del 
Roy  les  Pollards  &  Crockards  fue- 
ront  decrie  ©  adnul,  quel  ordinance 
fuit  tranfmit  in  Realm  d'  Ireland  & 
enrol  en  Exchequer  icy,  come  eft 
troue  in  Libro  rubro  Scaccarii,  ibid, 
pars  z.fol.  1.  b. 

En  temps  E.  1.  Denarius  Anglia?, 
qui  nominatur  Sterlingus,  rotundus 
fine  tonfura,  ponder ab it  triginta  @ 
duo  gran  a  in  medio  (pica. 

Sterlingus  &  Denarius  font  tout 
Dy.  6.  &  un.  Le  Shilling  confiftoit 
7  Ed.  6.  de  iz  Sterlings.  z$  E.  3. 
cap.  6.  Le  fubftance  de  ceft  denier 
ou  Sterling  Peny  al  primes  fuit  vz- 
cefima  pars  uncia?.  Et  iffint  continue 
tanq.  9  E.  3 .  quant  P  ounce 

RafhlMo-  ^ei  Silver  fuit  t a Hie  in  2  6 
ney.  245.  J  .  .  . 

~      pence  que  proportion  jutt 

conti- 
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continue  tanq.  2  H.  6.  quant  t  ounce 
del  Silver  fefoit  32  pence.  Et  ceji 
iufq;  al  5  E.  4.  quant  fefoit  40  pence. 
Et  ceft  iufques  36  H.  8.  £#40*  // 
prepare  jon  journy  al  Bulloigne  & 
donq;  juit  divide  en  45*  pence.  Que 
continue  iufques  al  2  El.  quant  $  oUnce 
de  pure  Silver  fuit  tallie  en  _  .  ^ 
60  pence,  &  ceft  Standard 
remain  a  ceft  jour. 

Et  qucelilet  libra  de  fterling  a- 
voit  i2d.  ob.  d'  allay  de  Copper,  © 
nient  plus,  Et  ceft  allay  de  fterling 
Mony  les  Ordinances  ou  Statutes  de 
25*  E.  3.  cap.  13.  &  2  H.  6.  cap.  13. 
font  mention,  &  eft  contein  en  touts 
Indentures  fait  enter  le  Roy  &  les 
Maimers  del  Mint. 


CHAP* 
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Concerning  the  Weight  of  Coin, 
and  tfye  differ ence  therein , 
with  regard  to  the  Denomi- 
nation of  Coin. 

THE  Pound  weight  of  Gold 
though  it  were  the  fame 
with  that  ot  Silver,  yet  is  made  up 
of  fmaller  parts  of  a  different  De- 
nomination, every  Pound  weight 
confiding  of  24  Charats,  and  every 
Charat  confiding  of  4  Grains. 

The  Pound  weight  of  Silver  is 
fubdivided  into  parts  of  another  De- 
nomination ;  for  every  Pound  con- 
fifls  of  20  Peny- weights,  and  every 
Peny-weight  of  24  Grains.  This 
appears  by  the  Books  and  Records 
above  mentioned.  Et  touts  fufdits 
moneys  dargent  ijjint  faites  ferront 
daUay  de  Standard  de  veil  Eft er ling : 
Cefl  ajcavoir  que  chefcun  leivre  dar- 
gent de  ceftes  moneys  de  poize  tien- 

dra 


dra  unze  ounces  &  zd.de  poize  dar- 
gent  fine ,  &  iZd.  de  poys  d allay  y 
chefcun  peny  weight  contain  ant  24 
grains. 

So  that  every  Charat  in  the 
Pound  weight  of  Gold  equals  half 
an  Ounce  of  Silver ;  and  every 
Grain  of  Gold ,  the  fourth  part  of 
a  Charat,  equals  60  Grains  of  Sil- 
ver weight. 

In  that  old  Ordinance,  before 
mentioned  called  Compofitio  Menfu- 
rarum  51  H.  3 .  it  is  faid,  Per  ordi- 
nationes  totius  Regni  Anglice  fit  una 
menfura  Domini  Regis  compofita,  viz. 
quod  Denarius  Angliae,  qui  nomina- 
tur  Sterlingus,  rotundus  fine  tonfura 
ponderabit  triginta  &  duo  Grana 
frumenti  in  medio  fpica? ;  &  viginti 
Denarii  faciunt  Vnciam ;  &  duode- 
eim  TJncice  faciunt  Libram,  &c. 

But  thefe  thirty  two  Grains  in  the 
middle  of  the  ear  of  Corn,  are  the  na- 
tural Grains,  which  were  the  weight 
of  the  then  Englifl*  Sterling  Peny. 
But  for  the  better  accommodation 
of  Accompts,  thefe  3  2  natural  Grains 
are  reduced  to  24  artificial  Grains, 

which 
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which,  from  very  ancient  time  unto 
this  day  are  the  common  meafure 
of  the  Peny-weight,  as  thexoPeny- 
weight  is  the  meafure  of  an  Ounce. 

Having  thus  Hated  the  artificial 
weights  of  GoW,  and  Silver,  efpe- 
cially  the  latter,  I  fhall  proceed  to 
the  comparifon  that  now  and  anci- 
cientiy  ftands  between  thefe  artifici- 
al weights  and  the  Coin  of  Silver. 

It  is  very  plain  that  in  the  latter 
end  of  //.  3.  and  the  beginning 
of  King  Ed.  1.  and  for  a  Jong  time 
before,  twenty  Pence  of  Sterling 
Money  did  weigh  an  Ounce,  and 
twelve  times  twenty  Pence  or  twen- 
ty Shillings  did  then  weigh  a  Pound 
Troy  weight :  and  accordingly  as 
twenty  Peny-weight  was  then  art 
Ounce,  and  io  called,  fo  two  hun- 
dred forty  Pence ,  or  twenty  Shil- 
lings was  a  Pound  weight,  and  fo 
called,  viz,  Libra  Argent /.  And 
although  at  this  day  the  Peny  and 
the  20  Shillings  of  Silver  is  much 
altered  in  their  true  weight,  yet  the 
Denomination  is  ilill  retained.  The 
Ounce  is  commonly  divided  and 
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eftimated  by  20  Peny-weight,  and 
20  Shillings  is  called  Libra  Ar- 
genti. 

In  the  time  of  King  Edw.  1.  (as 
appears)  an  Ounce  of  Sterling  Sil- 
ver made  20  Sterling  Pence,  and 
confequently  a  Pound  of  Sterling 
Silver  made  240  Pence  Sterling. 
But  procefs  of  time  hath  made  a 
great  alteration  between  the  Weight 
and  extrinfique  Denomination  or 
Value  of  Money. 

In  46  E.  3.  it  appears  by  the  In- 
denture of  the  Mint  that  a  Pound 
pf  Sterling  Silver  made  then  300 
Sterling  Pence.  Clauf.  46.  E.  3 .  m.  1 8. 

And  afterwards  in  1  H.  5-.  the  re- 
duction of  Coin  was  fuch  that  a 
Pound  weight  of  Sterling  Silver 
made  360  Pence  Sterling.  Clauf. 
1  H.  5".  m.  3  5'.  dorfo.  Which  made 
the  Pound  weight  of  Silver  to  con- 
tain 30  Shillings,  and  deducting  1 
Shilling  for  Coinage,  the  Merchant 
had  29  Shillings  for  his  Pound  of 
Silver  brought  into  the  Mint. 

In  the  4th  year  of  Ed.  4.  the  Pound 
of  Sterling  Silver  yielded  3  3  Shillings 

C  viz* . 
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viz.  about  396  Pence  in  the  Pound : 
and  confequently  3  3  Sterling  Pence 
then  made  the  Ounce  of  Silver. 
Clauf.  4.  E.  4.  m.  20. 

At  this  day  the  Ounce  of  Silver 
coined  contains  5  Shillings,  or  60 
Pence  :  and  confequently  the  Pound 
weight  of  coined  Silver  yields  60 
Sterlings  or  720  pence.  So  that 
at  this  day  the  extrinfecal  Deno- 
mination or  Value  of  Money  in 
proportion  to  its  Weight,  is  three 
times  higher  than  it  was  in  the 
time  of  E.  1.  And  thus  much 
lliall  fuffice  touching  the  fecond 
enquiry. 


CHAP. 


Sheriffs  Sccomptsf*      19 
CHAP.  IIL 

Touching  the  Corruptions  of 
Money,  and  the  remedies 
anciently  ufed  in  relation 
thereunto. 

BY  what  hath  been  before  faid  it 
appeareth,  the  two  fpecial  re- 
quifites  of  the  currant  Coin  of  this 
Kingdom  are, 

I.  That  it  be  of  the  true  Stan- 
dard in  relation  to  its  weight. 

II.  Of  the  true  Standard  with  re- 
lation to  its  Allay:  and  proporti- 
onably  to  thefe  two  requifites  are 
thefe  defects,  which  have  hapned 
in  Moneys  in  modern  and  ancient 
times,  viz, 

I.  The  defect  in  the  due  weight 
of  Money  which  hapned  fome- 
times  by  counterfeiting  the  Ster- 
ling Money,  though  with  a  weight 
below  the  Standard.  Sometimes 
by  clipping ,  or  otherwife  im- 
C  z  pairing 
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pairing  the  weight  of  true  Money. 

2.  The  defect  in  the  due  Allay  : 
viz.  overcharging  the  fine  Silver  or 
Gold  with  an  Allay  of  Copper  more 
than  the  Standard,  which  hapned 
fometimes  by  the  deceit  or  igno- 
rance of  the  officers  of  the  Mint, 
and  fometimes  by  the  counterfei- 
ture  of  the  Coin  of  England. 

And  by  thefe  practices  the  King's 
Exchequer  (into  or  through  which 
the  moft  of  the  Money  of  the  King- 
dom fucceflively  came )  was  many- 
times  furchargedwithfuch  defective 
Money,  and  the  King  thereby  de- 
ceived in  his  Firmes. 

And  therefore  in  ancient  times 
there  were  fucceflive  experiments 
made  by  the  officers  of  the  King's 
revenue  for  the  difcovery  and  a- 
voiding  of  thefe  defective  Monies 
and  that  his  Rents  might  be  anfwer- 
ed  in  Money  of  a  juft  weight  and 
Allay;  which,  for  the  better  un- 
derftanding  of  ancient  Records,  re- 
main here  to  be  explicated,  viz.  So- 
lutio  ad  Scalam  ,  Sclittio  ad  Pen- 
furp,  and  Combuftion,  or  tryal  by 

fire. 


fire.  The  two  former  being  fuch 
Remedies  as  related  to  dete&ive 
Weight ,  and  the  latter  being  the 
Remedy  that  relates  to  defeft  in  the 
Standard  of  Allay.  And,  touching 
this  bufinefs,  although  we  have  ve- 
ry frequent  mention  of  them,  in 
the  Pipe-rolls  efpecially,  yet  the 
beft,  and  contemporary  expofition 
of  them  is  Gervafius  Tilburienfis ,  or 
the  black  Book  of  the  Exchequer, 
written  in  the  time  of  H.  z.  who 
gives  us  the  accompt  thereof  in  his 
firft  Book,  Cap.  A  quibus,  &  ad  quid 
invent  a  fuit'  Argent  i  examinatio, 
who  thus  expounds  it. 

I.  Solutio  ad  Scalato,  viz.  prceter 
quamlibet  Libram  numeratam  fex 
Denarios ,  which  it  leems  was  a- 
greed  upon  a  medium  to  be  the 
common  eftimate  or  Remedy  for 
the  defective  Weight  of  Money, 
thereby  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
weighing  the  Money  which  was 
brought  into  the  Exchequer.  And 
this  is  the  meaning  of  that  frequent 
expreffion  in  the  ancient  Pipe-rolls 
In  Thefauro  xool.ad  Scalam,  which 
C  3  feems 
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feems  to  be  one  hundred  Pounds , 
and  one  hundred  Sixpences,  or  fif- 
ty Shillings. 

z.  Solutio  ad  Tenfum  :  which  was 
the  payment  of  Money  into  the  Ex- 
chequer by  full  wreight,  viz.  that  a 
Pound,  or  zoj.  in  Silver,  numero,  or 
by  tale,  fhould  not  be  received  tor 
a  Pound  unlefs  it  did  exactly  weigh 
a  Pound  weight  Troy,  or  twelve 
Ounces,  and  if  it  wanted  any,  that 
then  the  Payer  fhould  make  good 
the  weight  by  adding  other  Money 
although  it  amounted  to  more  or 
lefs  than  6d.  in  the  Pound  (  which 
was  the  Solutio  ad  Scalam,  as  before 
is  mentioned.)  And  thus  frequently 
occurs  in  the  Pipe-rolls,  In  Thefauro 
ioo/.  and  penfum,  or  full  weight. 

3.  Combuftion  or  tryal  by  fire  : 
which  is  by  Gervafe  fuppofed  to  be 
fet  on  foot  by  the  Biihop  of  Salis- 
bury,  then  Treafurer,  ( though  in 
truth  it  were  much  more  ancient,  as 
appears  by  frequent  paffogcs  in  the 
Book  of  Doomsday :  )  and  the  Au- 
thor gives  the  reafon:  Licet  enirn 
Tiumero  &  ponder e  videretur  effefa- 

tisfattum, 
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tisfattum,,  non  tamen  materia,  Con- 
fequens  enim  non  erat  ut  fi  pro  Lihra 
una  numerata  20  So  lidos,  etiam  Li- 
bra ponder  is  rejpondent'is  confequenter 
Lilram  folvijjet  :  Argentum  enim 
Cupro  vel  quovis  /Ere  folvijfet.  And 
thereupon  enfued  the  conflitution 
of  examination  of  Money  at 
the  Exchequer  by  Combuftion. 
Whether  this  examination  was  to 
reduce  an  equation  of  Money  onely 
to  Sterling,  viz.  a  due  proportion 
of  Allay  with  Copper ;  or  to  re- 
duce it  to  fine  and  pure  Silver,  and 
to  make  the  eftimate  of  the  Pound 
or  Libra  Argentic  refer ved  of  their 
Firmes  to  be  in  pure  Silver,  and  with- 
out Allay,  doth  not  fo  clearly  ap- 
pear. Some  think  the  former;  and 
therefore  that  the  old  expreffion  of 
Fir  ma  alba,  blank  Firm,  and  deal- 
hare  Firmam,  wTas  nothing  elfe  but 
Coin  melted  down  and  reduced  to 
the  Allay  of  Sterling ,  and  after 
blanched,  or  whited,  as  is  done  by 
the  Moneyers  with  their  Sterling 
Coin  of  Silver,  which  is  to  this  day 
called  blanching.  Fid.  Spelman  in 
C  4  tit. 
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tit.  Firmam  dealhare.  But  yet  it 
may  feem,  by  what  enfues,  that  it 
was  to  reduce  it  to  fine  Silver,  and 
to  the  eftimate  of  the  Pound,  or 
Libra  Argenti  accordingly ;  for  it  is 
evident  by  what  follows ,  that  the 
difference  between  a  Pound,  or  Li- 
hra Argenti  numero,  and  Libra  Ar- 
genti blanch,  was  12  Pence  in  eve- 
ry Pound  :  which  poffibly  might 
be  that  the  allowed  Allay  of  Copper 
in  the  Sterling  Silver  was  then 
twelve  Pence  weight  of  Copper 
in  the  Pound  of  fine  Silver,  where- 
as it  is  now  18  Peny- weight  in  the 
Pound.  This  tryal  of  Silver  by 
Combuftion ,  in  thofe  elder  ages 
foon  prevailed  and  obtained  againft 
the  former  reductions  ad  Scalam,  © 
ad  Penfum,  as  being  the  onely  infal- 
lible tryal  of  the  truth  of  the  Me- 
hi,  whereby  the  former  reductions 
of  Penfum  and  Scalam  became  '  in 
time  antiquated. 

And  this  begat  the  diftinftion  in 
the  old  Rolls  of  the  eftimate  of  Mo- 
ney Numero,  and  the  eftimate  Blanc : 
and  in  purfuance  thereto  the  refer- 

vations 


vations  of  Rents  and  Firmes  by  the 
King  were  fometimes  Numero,  and 
fometimes  Blanc. 

The  refervations  of  Rents  name- 
to  were  no  other  but  fo  much  Mo- 
ney referved  in  Pecuniis  numeratis : 
as  reddendo  quinque  Libras  numero 
was  fivefcore  Shillings  ,  which  a- 
mounted  in  common  eflimation  to 
five  Pounds  Troy  weight :  And  this 
was  the  ancient  and  ufual  refervati- 
on,  and,  prima  facie,  unlefs  the 
contrary  were  exprefled,  upon  all 
Grants  of  Lands  (referving  fo  much 
Rent)  it  was  intended  numero;  that 
is,  fo  much  in  Money  numbred, 
and  the  Firmor  was  not  bound  de- 
albare  Firmam,  or  to  make  good 
fo  much  in  fine  Silver,  or,  if  you 
will,  in  fuch  filver  as  was  of  the 
firft  Allay. 

The  refervation  of  fo  much  Mo- 
ney, or  fo  many  Pounds  blanc  did 
enforce  the  Firmor  to  make  good 
to  the  King  fo  much  in  fine  Silver, 
( or  at  lealt  in  the  pureft  Sterling ) 
and  therefore  fuch  Firmor,  when  he 
paid  in  his  Firme  upon  fuch  a  refer- 
vation 
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vation  blanc ,  was  bound  dealbare 
Firmam,  which  was  to  fubmit  his 
Money  to  the  teft  of  the  fire ;  and 
to  anfwer  his  Money,  and  make  it 
good  in  fine  Silver  according  to  the 
refervation,  or  to  pay  in  allowance 
thereof  that  rate  which  was  the 
ordinary  meafure  of  reduction  of 
it  to  fine  Silver,  which  was  \%d, 
for  every  Pound  as  fhall  be  fhewed. 

And  hereupon  grew  the  com- 
mon difference  which  is  every- 
where mentioned  in  the  Pipe-rolls 
of  Firmes  numero,  and  Firmes  blanc 
or  alb.  Fir  me. 

This  difference  of  thefe  Firmes  is 
expounded  by  the  Black  Book  of 
the  Exchequer,  Lib.  z.  Cap.  Quid 
fit  quofdam  fundos  dari  blanc,  quof- 
dam  numero,  viz.  that  it  a  Firme  or 
Tenement  were  let  by  the  King  ge- 
nerally, without  exprefling  blanc  or 
numero ,  it  was  to  be  anfwercd  onely 
numero ,  unlefs  fpecially  referred 
blanc ,  (  viz.  $$.  blanc.  )  But  if  a 
Royalty  or  Franchife  were  onely 
granted,  then  the  general  refervati- 
on of  fo  much  Rent,  was  to  be  blanc 

Rent. 
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Rent.  '  Porro,  Fir  mam  numero  dari 
diximus  cum  t  ant  urn  numerando,  non 
examinando  ipfo  fatisfit.  Cum  ergo 
Rex  Firmam  alicui  contulerit,  fimul 
cumHundredo  vel  placito  qua  ex  hoc 
proveniunt,  Firm  a  de  all  art  dicitur  : 
(in  fimpliciter  fundum  dederit  (non 
determinans  cum  Hundredo  vel 
blanc.J  numero  datus  dicitur.  And 
from  this  diverfity  of  the  Rents  ari- 
fing  in  any  County  (  fome  blanc 
onely,  fome  numero  onely,  fome  in 
both)  arofe  the  diverfity  in  the  ti- 
tling of  the  Sheriffs  Accompts,  viz, 
Firma  de  remanente  Comitatus 
pofl  terras  datas  blanc  :  which  was 
applicable  to  thofe  Rents  of  his 
County,  which  were  anfwered  in 
fine  Silver  reduced  to  the  teft  by 
combuftion,  or  with  an  allowance 
of  xzd.  in  the  Pound  in  compenfa-' 
tion  of  it. 

.  Firma  Comitatus  numero ,  was 
his  Firme  for  thofe  Rents  of  his 
County  which  were  onely  anfwer- 
ed in  Money  numbred,  without  re- 
ducing them  to  their  finenefs  by 
Combuftion,  or  any  fatisfa&ion  for 

it 


2,8  a©6o?tCreatifetoucfimg 

it :  But  of  this  more  fully  in  the  en- 
fuing  Chapter. 

I  have  before  mentioned  that 
when  anyFirmewas  referved  oran- 
fwered  blanc,  the  Money  was  to  be 
melted  and  anfwered  in  fine  Silver, 
or  at  leaft  to  Silver  allayed  to  right 
and  fineft  Sterling;  or  elfe  he  was 
to  redeem  himfelf  from  that  trouble 
by  payment  of  \id.  in  the  Pound : 
So  that  that  Perfon  upon  whom 
there  was  referved  5/.  blanc  was  to 
pay  f/.  $s.  if  he  would  not  have  his 
Money  melted  down  and  made 
good  in  fine  Silver  (or  at  leaft  in 
true  Sterling.)  And  this  appears  to 
be  true  by  infinite  Records  :  Take 
two  or  three  for  inftance. 

In  compoto  cum  Northampton , 
2 1  H.  3.  Summa  totalis  IG2I.  3  s.  jd. 
de  qua  4I.  9s.  4d.  blanc,  qua  junt 
extenfce  ad  4I.  i3S-9d.  Juhtrahuntur 
ad  perficiendum  corpus  C  omit  at  us  & 
remanet  97I.  13  s.  iod.  de  qui  bus  re- 
fpondet  de  proficuo  in  magno  Rotulo. 

Clauf.  13.  H.  3.  m.  2.  Sciatu  quod 
perdonavimus  dileltce  Sorori  noftrce 
A.  Comitijfie   Pembroc  centum  tri- 

ginta 
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ginta  &  quh que  Libras  blanc,  qua 
extenfa  funt  ad  centum  quadraginta 
&  unum  Lihras,  &  quindecim  Solidos. 

In  Compoto  Bedf.  &  Bucks,  135. 
3  Nic.  Paflelew  de  18/.  41.  4^.  nu- 
mero  pro  17/.  js.  blane. 

In  all  thefe  the  proportion  rifeth 
very  near,  bating  the  fmall  frag- 
ments  in  Pence,  that  every  Pound 
blanc  apfwered  one  Shilling  over, 
to  reduce  it  to  its  value. 

And  hence  it  is  that  at  this  day 
the  ancient  Firmors  of  Cities,  as 
London,  &c.  which  were  common- 
ly referved  blanc,  do  pay  the  fame 
in  Sterling  Money,  and  one  Shil- 
ling for  every  pound  over :  As  if 
100/.  blanc  be  referved,  there  is  an- 
fwered  at  this  day  in  the  Receipt 
105/.  which,  as  before,  makes  me 
fuppofe  that  blanc  Firme,  ox  deal- 
bata  Firma,  was  in  truth  when  it 
was  reduced  to  fine  Silver,  and  not 
barely  Sterling  :  for  this  advance  of 
izd.  in  the  Pound  upon  fuch  blanc 
Firmes  is  ftill  anfwered  though  paijd 
in  Sterling. 
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Concerning  the  manner  of  a?i- 
fwering  the  Kings  Firmes 
ancie?itly. 

IN  ancient  times,  viz.  about  the 
time  of  William  the  firft  and 
Henry  the  fecond,  the  refervation  of 
the  King's  Firmes  and  Rents  were 
fo  many  Pounds  or  Shillings,  &c. 
in  Money,  and  they  were  an- 
fwered  numero ,  or  in"  Pecuniis  nu- 
merates, untill  afterward  for  the  a- 
voiding  of  corrupt  Money,  they 
were  refer  ved  in  hi  am  or  white  Mo- 
ney, which,  as  before  is  obferved, 
was  intended  either  of  pure  Silver, 
(or  at  leaft  Silver  reduced  to  the  Al- 
lay of  Sterling)  and  then  whitened 
or  blanched,  as  is  ufed  in  the  Mint 
to  this  day,  for  all  Sterling  Money : 
I  fliall  not  much  contend  whether 
it  were  the  one  or  the  other,  but 
for  the  moft  part  in  this  Difcourfe 
I  fliall  fuppofe  it  fine  Silver. 

But 
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But  although  Firmes  were  refer- 
ved  in  Money,  as  the  befl:  and  com- 
moneft  mfeafures  of  values,  yet  it 
appears  by  Tilburienfis,  Lib.  i.  Cap. 
A  quihus  &  ad  quid  inftituta  futt 
Argenti  examinatio ;  that  it  was  in 
thofe  ancient  times  of  King  W.  z. 
and  H.\.  ufually  pra&ifed  that  thofe 
Firmes  fliould,  according  to  their 
values  be  anfwered  in  Cattle,  Corn 
and  other  provifions;  which  per- 
chance in  its  firft  inftitution  might 
be  a  convenience  to  the  King ,  to 
have  his  Family  furnifhed  with  provi- 
fions infpecie,  and  to  the  Country, 
among  whom  Money  was  not  then 
very  plentifully  and  they  could  bet- 
ter anfwer  their  Rents  in  Provifions. 

And  to  the  end  that  an  equation 
might  be  made  between  the  Rents 
referved  in  Money  and  the  ProvifU 
on  delivered  by  the  Tenants  in  lieu 
thereof, .  the  fame  Tilburtenfis  tells 
us ,  there  were  certain  prices  and 
rates  fet  upon  provifions,  that  the 
Tenant  might  know  what  to  pay, 
and  the  King's  Officers  might  know 
what  to  receive.   .As  for  Wheat  for 

1 00 
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i  oo  men  i  zd.  for  a  fat  Ox  i  zd.  &c. 
which  it  feems  were  dilivered  to  the 
hands  of  the  Sheriff  who,  if  he  fir- 
med the  County,  might  retain  it  to 
his  own  ufe ;  but  if  he  firmed  it  not 
he  accompted  to  the  King,  for  thefe 
Provifions  or  their  values,  as  he  did 
for  other  rates  of  the  County  col- 
lected by  him. 

But  as  for  Cities  and  Franchifes 
that  were  granted  out  to  Firme,  be- 
caufe  they  had  not  Provifions  of 
this  nature  to  anfwer,  they  paid 
their  Rents  in  Money.   • 

Thus,  it  feems,  the  King's  Firmes 
of  Rents  of  his  Firmors  and  Tenants 
in  the  Country  were  anfwered  in  the 
time  of  King  William  the  firft  and 
William  his  fon.  But  in  the  time 
of  H.  i.  the  Tenants  were  weary 
of  anfwering  their  Rents  in  provifi- 
ons ,  and  the  King  s  foreign  occafi- 
ons  called  rather  for  a  fupply  of  Mo- 
ney, and  fo  the  Rents  were  anfwer- 
ed by  the  Tenants  as  formerly  in 
Money  according  to  the  tenour  of 
their  reservations ,  and  the  delivery 
of  Victual  and  other  Provifions  in  lieu 
thereof  ceafed.  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Concerning  the  manner  of  col- 
lecting the  Kings  Reve?iues 
of  the  County,  and  the  fe- 
deral kjnds  of  them  with 
their  fever al  Titles. 

TH  E  Sheriff  of  the  County 
had  a  double  Office :  i.  As 
a  Minifter  of  Juftice  under  the  King 
for  the  prefervation  of  Peace,  and 
Writs  ifluing  from  the  King  s  Courts. 
2,.  As  the  Kings  Bayliff  of  his  Re- 
venues arifing  in  the  County,  which 
was  of  two  kinds. 

1.  The  improving  and  letting , 
and  fometimes  (locking  of  the  Kings 
Demefnes,  and  fuch  Lands  as  were 
feized  into  the  King's  hands  (other 
than  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  Efchea- 
tor,  as  Wardihips  and  Efcheats. ) 
And  hence  it  is  that  there  are  upon 
the  accompts,  efpeciallyof£#c£/#g;- 

D  ham 
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ham  and  Bedford,  allowances  made 

to  the  Sheriff' of  that  County  ut 

Comitatus. 

2.  The  fecond  part  of  his  Office 
was  in  colle&ing  of  the  King's  Rents 
of  his  Cbunty,  which  fometimes  he 
did  as  Cuflos  or  Bayly ;  fometimes 
ut  Firmarius,  viz.  he  took  the  Rents 
to  his  own  ufe,  and  anfwered  the 
King  a  certain  Firme  or  Rent  at  his 
own  peril,  whereof  more  in  the  en- 
fuing  Difcourfe.  Now  concerning 
the  kinds  of  the  King's  Revenues  a- 
rifing  in  the  feveral  Counties,  we 
are  to  take  notice  that  they  were 
of  two  kinds,  viz.  Annual  or  Ca- 
fual. 

The  Annual  Revenue  was  again 
of  two  kinds,  viz.  Fixed  and  Cer- 
tain,, or  Cafual  and  Uncertain. 

The  Annual,  Fixed  and  Certain 
Revenue  of  the  Counties  were  of 
thefe  kinds. 

i.  The  King's  Demefnes  that 
were  in  his  own  hands,  or  let  at 
Rack  rents  to  Tenants,  whereof  I 
have  before  fpoken,  and  they  make 

not 
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not  much  for  that  purpofe  I  aim  at. 

2,.  Firmes,  which  were  of  two 
kinds ,  Viz.  Grofs  Firmes  which 
were  charged  upon  particular  per- 
fons,  or  Cities,  or  Towns,  and  fo 
charged  in  the  great  Roll ;  as  thus, 
Philippus  d*  Aura  debet  2  Marc,  de 
reditu  unius  virgate  terre.  And 
thefe  were  thus  charged  upon  thefe 
tworeafons:  i.  Either  becaufe  they 
were  never  parcel  of  the  Sheriffs 
Firme  of  this  County,  (de  quo  in- 
fra,) but  great  Firmes  written  out 
to  the  Sheriff  to  be  anfwered  by 
the  perfons  upon  whom  they  were 
charged.  2.  Or  elfe  they  were  fuch 
as  happened  to  be  referved  after  the 
Firme  of  the  County  was  reduced 
to  certainty  and  anfwered  by  the 
Sheriffs.  Or  elfe,  Secondly,  they 
were  fmall  rents  commonly  called 
Vicontiel  Rents  ;  the  Particulars 
whereof  we  {hail  enumerate  under 
their  feveral  heads  in  due  time. 

3  Common  Fines,  at  firft  impo- 
fed  upon  Tow  nfhips,  upon  feveral 
occafions,  as  for  Bon  pleder,  for  Suit 
and  Ward,  for  excufe'of  attending 

D  %  the 
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the  Sheriffs  turn  :  and  thefe  grew 
in  procefs  of  time  to  be  fixed  and 
fetled  Revenues.  And  thefe  again 
were  of  two  Sorts ;  fuch  as  came 
within  the  Title  of  Firm  a  C  omit  a- 
tus ,  and  were  written  out  under 
that  general  head,  viz.  fuh  nomine 
Vicecomitis  :  And  fome  again  were 
written  to  the  Sheriff  in  the  parti- 
cular charge  of  fuch  and  fuch  Town- 
fliips  and  Lands,  and  fo  charged 
upon  the  Towns  by  the  exprefs 
words  of  the  procefs. 

4.  Arrentations  of  Aflarts  and 
Purpreftures  in  Wafts  and  Forefts 
fet  by  Juftices  in  Eyre,  which  for 
the  mod  part  were  written  out  in 
charge  againft  the  particular  Lands 
upon  which  they  were  charged  : 
and  fome  perchance  were  deman- 
ded in  a  grofs  Summ,  among  other 
fmall  Rents  Jul  nomine  Vicecomitis. 

5*.  Crementum  Comitatus,  or  Fir- 
ma  de  cremento  C  omit  at  m  ;  which 
were  fome  improvements  of  the 
Kings  Rents  above  the  ancient  Vi- 
contiel  Rents,  for  which  the  Sheriff' 
anfwered  urfder  the  title  of  Firma 

Comi~ 


Com  it  at  us.  And  this  Crementum 
Comitates  or  the  feveral  fmall  ad- 
vances of  tbe  old  Vicontiel  Rents, 
were  anfwered  under  the  title  of 
Crementum  C  omit  at  us,  or  Firm  a  de 
cremento  Comitatus.  But  thofe  kinds 
of  Firmes  de  cremento  are  onely 
found  in  the  Counties  of  Bedford, 
Bucks,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Warwick, 
JLeicefter,  Wigorn  and  Gloucester : 
Certain  other  Summs  annually  char- 
ged in  grofs  upon  the  Sheriff  for 
certain  other  fmall  or  minute  Rents 
under  feveral  titles  in  feveral  Coun- 
ties; as,  De  Cornagiot  de  Wardis, 
Caflle  de  Firm  a,  Purprejl  &  Efcaet 
de  diver fis  Fir 'mis ,  de  mi  nut  is  parti- 
culls,  Serjancia  de  tfis  ajfert  infra 
divers  forefl :  all  which  were  char- 
ged in  grofs  Summs  upon  the  She- 
riff and  fui  nomine  Vic.  without  ex- 
prefling  any  particulars,  or  upon 
whom  they  were  cliarged,  which 
becaufe  they  were  not  common  to 
all  Countries,  but  varied  according 
to  the  various  ufage  of  feveral  Coun- 
ties, I  fliall  not  at  large  handle,  but 
fliall  content  my  felf  with  the  en- 
D  3  quiry 
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quiry  into  thofe  that  were  the  com- 
mon charges  of  the  Sheriffs  of  every 
feveral  County,  viz.  ti}e  Corpus  Co- 
mitatus,  and  the  Prqficua  Comitatus. 
The  Vicontiel  Rents  that  made 
up  the  Sheriffs  Firme  of  the  Body  of 
the  County,  came  under  various  Ti- 
tles and  Denominations  in  feveral 

Counties,  viz. 

■ 
■ 

1.  Redztus  Ajlze  in  Cumber- 
land, Hertford,  Surry. 

1.  Firme  &  feodi  Firme  in  Cum- 
berland ,  Northumberland  , 
Nottingham ,  Stafford. 

3.  Firma  antiaua  in  Huntington. 

4.  Alhe  Firme  in  Norf.  &  Suff. 

5.  Blanch   Firme s   in    Ebor,    & 


Suff 


6.  Blanc  Rents  in  Kent. 

7.  Albus  Cervus  in  Dorfet. 

8.  Aux  ilium  Vice  com*  in  Cant', 
Cumbr',  Eflex,  Hunt',  Leic', 
North',  Suffex,  Warw',  Wilts. 

9.  Aux  ilium  ad  Turcum  Fie  e  com? 
in  Devon. 

1  o.  Hidage  in  Berks,  Bedf.  Bucks, 
Oxon, 

I*.  Prefix 
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1 1 .  Treflatio  pro  pulchre  p lac i tan- 
do  in  Bedi',  Bucks. 

12.  Sett*  &  Warda  in  BedP, 
Bucks: 

13.  Vifus  Franc i  plegii  in  Bedf5, 
Bucks,  Cant',  Hunt',  Eilex, 
Hertford,  North'ton,  Somer- 
fet,  South'ton,  Stafford. 

14.  Certitudines  in  Berks,  He- 
re?, Rutland. 

15.  Certi  reditus  in  Lincoln  , 
Leicefter,  Somerfet,  South'ton, 
Warwick  &  Wilts. 

16.  Certi  reditus  ad  communem 
finem  in  Derby,  Nottingham. 

17.  Reditus  pro  Warda  Cajlri  in 
Cant',  Northurn  ,Oxon,  Norf', 
©Suff. 

18.  Reditus  ad  Turnum  Hundre- 
di  in  Dorfet. 

19.  Finis  antiauus  in  Ellex. 

2  o.  Finis  pro  jell  a  Curie  relax  and' 

in  Berks  &  Oxon. 
a  1.  Communes  fines    in    Glouc', 

Herei',  Herti',  Surry,  Suffblc, 

Salop. 
22.  Fines  Alder mannorum  in  Suf 

fex. 

D  4  23    Tur~ 
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2,3.  Turnum  Vkecotrt  in  Eflex  & 

Herti\ 

24.  Sella  Burg.  &  VilL  in  Cant'. 

2,5.  »Sto  Silver  in  Stafi\ 

a  6.  Hundred  Silver  in  Norf'. 

2 7.  Z^ti^jfe  Si/x/fr  i«  Staff". 

28.  Panne  I  Silver  in  Norf\ 
2,9.  Ward  Silver  in  Eflex. 

30.  Certum.lete  cum  Capitag  in 
Nor£ 

31.  Z^f  /£?  i»  Suff. 

32.  £*fe«  fees  in  SufP. 
3  3 .  Mott  fee  in  Salop. 

Thefe  are  the  general  Titles  of 
thofe  Vicontiel  Rents  that  ufually 
came  under  the  Title  of  Firma  Co- 
mitate, which  were  written  gene- 
rally fub  Nomine  Viceconi \  without 
expreffions  of  the  particulars  :  But 
the  Sheriff  that  had  a  particular 
Roll  of  thefe  Vicontiel  Rents,  deli- 
vered in  that  Roll  many  times  up- 
on his  Accompts,  though  not  writ- 
ten efpecially  in  charge  under  thofe 
names,  or  in  particular  by  the  Sum- 
mons of  the  Pipe  :  And  thus  much 
concerning  the  certain  Annual  Re- 
venue. 2.  The 
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2.  The  uncertain  Annual  Reve- 
nue was  the  Proficuum  Comztatus, 
which  in  ancient  times  when  mod 
of  the  Law-fuits  were  tranfafted  in 
the  Counties  and  Hundred-Court, 
was  a  confiderable  Revenue.  But 
fince  that  time,  viz.  about  the  be- 
ginning of  E.  1.  when  much  of  that 
bufineis  was  tranfa&ed  at  the  great 
Courts,  this  profit  of  the  County- 
funk  to  very  little.  And  in  my  en- 
quiry touching  this  part  of  the  Re- 
venue, I  fhall  Firft  fet  down  what 
it  was  not ;  Secondly,  I  fliall  fet 
down  what  it  was,  and  how  it  did 
arife. 

1.  Touching  the  former  of  thefe 
what  it  was  not ;  I  fay,  moft  clear- 
ly it  was  not  that  profit  which  is 
now  the  onely  confiderable  profit 
of  the  Sheriffs  employments,  viz. 
the  Fees  and  Perquifites  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Writs,  and  Procefs  and 
Execution  iffuing  out  of  the  King's 
Courts.     For, 

1.  Untill  the  Stat. of  23  /7.6.c.io. 
there  were  no  Fees  at  all  by  Law 
due  for  any  execution  of  Procefs  or 

Warrants 


4x  a  g>&0#  Cteattfetoucfimfif 

Warrants  for  the  fame.  Till  the 
Stat,  of  29  EL  2.  there  were  no  Fees 
allowed  by  Law  for  levying  of 
Debts  or  Damages :  But  by  the  ex- 
prefs  provifion  of  the  Stat,  of  Weft- 
minfier  the  firft ,  the  Sheriff  was 
bound  to  execute  the  King's  Procels 
without  any  Fee,  which  is  no  other 
but  a  declaration  of  the  Common 
Law. 

2.  In  no  Vifcontil  Schedule  or  Ac- 
compt  of  the  County  that  ever  I 
could  fee  or  hear  of,  is  there  any 
Accompt  for  Fees  for  execution  of 
Procefs,  or  any  mention  thereof. 

3.  If  the  Sheriff  did  in  thofe  el- 
der times  take  any  Fees  for  executi- 
on of  Writs,  there  was  no  colour  of 
reafon  that  he  fhould  accompt  for 
that :  and  if  he  did  take  more  than 
a  reafonable  recompence  for  his 
pains,  it  was  more  than  could  be 
juftified,  and  not  at  all  due  to  the 
King. 

II.  But  now,  as  to  the  Second 
enquiry,  what  this  Vroficuum  Comi- 
tatus  was*:  And  it  feems  very  plain 
that  it  was  made  up  principally  by 

thefe 
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thefe  particulars,  as  mod  evidently 
appears  by  divers  accompts  of  She- 
riffs in  ancient  times,  when  they 
accompted  ut  Cufiodes  or  Balliviy  not 
ut  Firmarii,  viz. 

1.  The  Fines,  Iflues  and  Amer- 
cements, and  other  Profits  of  the 
County-Courts,  which  in  thofe  an- 
cient  times  were  very  confiderable, 
for  it  held  Plea  in  all  Writs  that  were 
Vicontiel,  dire&ed  immediately  to 
the  Sheriff  out  of  the  Chancery, 
viz.  by  Jullices;  and  many  times 
not  onely  perfonal  Suits  were  re- 
moved thither  out  of  inferiour  Court-  - 
Barons  and  Hundred-Courts,  but  al- 
io Pleas  Real,  viz.  Writs  of  Right ; 
and  in  ancient  time  many  real  Acti- 
ons, efpecially  Writs  of  Right  were 
determined  in  the  County.     And 
therefore  it  is  frequent  in  the  old 
Schedules  of  Proficua  Comitatus,  ef- 
pecially in  Torkfhire  in  the  times  of 
R*  1.  and  King  John,  fuch  as  thefe, 
viz.  De  J.  S.  pro  licentia  concordan- 
di  demimark.     De  J.  S.   pro   War- 
rantia  Ejjbnii  zs.  and  fometimes  a 
Mark  pro  m?a  Comitatus,    fome- 
times 
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times  10s.  quia  retraxit  fe,  Demi- 
Mark.  De  pretio  bonorum  per  dis- 
tringas demimark.  Pro  tranfgrejfio- 
ne  xs.  Pro  falfo  clamore  demi- 
mark,  &c. 

So  that  it  appears  in  the  accompt 
of  20  Johannis  Regis,  the  profits  of 
the  bare  County-Court  of  Tork  for 
one  half  year  amounted  to  3 1  //. 
which  is  more  than  100/.  in  a  juft 
eftimate  at  this  day. 

2.  The  Profits  of  the  Sheriffs 
Turns,  or  the  Sheriffs  Leets,  which 
had  Conufance  of  matter  Criminal, 
as  his  County  Court  was  for  mat- 
ters Civil :  and  the  Profit  confided, 

1.  In  Amercements  of  Sutors 
that  made  default. 

2.  In  the  Fines  and  Amercements 
of  fuch  as  were  convicT:  of  offences 
inquirable  in  the  turn  j  as  Nufances, 
Bloudfhed,  Affize  of  Bread  and 
Beer,  &c.  and  thefe  arofe  ufually 
to  a  confiderable  Summ  yearly. 

j.  The  Profits  of  the  Hundred- 
Courts  and  Wappentake  -  Courts  ; 
the  Profits  whereof  confifted  in 
the  Fines,  Amercements  and  othtr 

Perqui- 
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Perquifites  of  the  Hundred-Court, 
which  the  Sheriff  fometimes  took  in 
kind ;  fometimes  he  let  it  to  Firme. 
Thefe  Baylywicks  of  thefe  Hun- 
dreds ,  and  with  them  the  Profits 
and  Perquifites  of  Courts  were  fome- 
times let  to  Firme  by  the  King,  and 
in  fuch  cafes  the  Sheriff  accompted 
Troficua  Ballivatus ,   which  often- 
times arofe  to  very  confiderable 
Summs.     In  the  time  of  H.  3.  the 
Firmes  of  the  Baylywicks  of  the 
Hundreds  in  Torkjhire,  befide  Stan- 
cliff  and  Strafford \  were  let  for  100/. 
6s.  8ci.  per  annum,  which  was  then 
a  confiderable  Summ,  and  amounts 
now  in  Sterling  Money  to  thrice  as 
much.     But  as  the  bufinefs  and  ju- 
rifdi&ion  of  the  Hundred -Courts 
funk  gradually  in  their  employment, 
(  whereby  the  Perquifites  now  do 
but  little  furmount  the-charge  of 
keeping  them )  fo  now  by  the  Stat, 
of  23  H.  6.  cap.  10.  the  Sheriff  is 
jeftrained  from  letting  the  Bayly- 
wick  to  Firme ;  and  moft  of  the 
Hundreds,  at  leaft  in  many  Coun- 
ties, are  disjoined  from  the  County 

and 
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and  granted  out,  fome  in  Fee-farm, 
and  fome  otherwife,  though  there 
have  been  frequent  attempts  of  re- 
joining them  to  the  Sheriffs  by  ads 
of  Refumption. 

And  thefe  are  the  Profits  that 
made  up  the  Prqficuum  Comitatus , 
for  which  the  Sheriff  moft  com- 
monly in  ancient  time  anfwered  as 
Firmarius  at  a  certain  Rent,  though 
fometimes  he  accompted  for  it  as 
Cuftos  or  Ballivus  as  ihall  be  fhewn. 
And  I  know  no  other  Perquifite 
that  made  up  the  Trofcuum  Comita- 
tus but  what  is  above  mentioned ; 
onely  in  Northumberland 'there  were 
fome  Caftle  gar d  Rents  that  were  in 
truth  Vicontiel  Rents,  and  in  their 
propriety  and  nature  belonged  to 
the  Corpus  Comitatus,  which  yet  by 
conftant  ufage  were  ufually  anfwe- 
red among 'the  Proficua  Comitatus. 
And  thus  iar  concerning  the  annual 
Revenue  of  the  County,  both  Cer- 
tain and  Uncertain,  chargeable  up- 
on ths  Sheriffs  collection, 
n'&v  >rhe  Revenue  Cafual  confifted 
of  many   Particles  under   various 

Heads 


&&ertffg  9ccompt0.  *   47* 

Heads  or  Titles,  viz.  Debts  drawn 
into  the  Pipe,  and  thence  written 
out  unto  the  Sheriff  Fines  volun- 
tary or  compulfary.  Seifures  of 
Lands  and  Compositions,  &c.  they 
may  be  reduced  under  thefe  three 
Heads  at  this  day. 

1.  The  Debts  written  out  to  the 
Sheriff  from  the  feveral  Offices, 
viz.  the  two  Remembrancers,  Clerk 
of  the  Pipe,  &c. 

%.  The  Summons  of  the  Green 
Wax,  written  to  the  Sheriff  with 
the  Eftreats  from  the  Treafurers 
Remembrancers. 

3.  The  foreign  Accompt,  or  Sei- 
fures of  Lands  tor  Debts  or  Forfei- 
tures. 

As  touching  efcheated  Lands  and 
Wardfhips  they  came  under  the  Ef- 
cheator's  charge,  and  the  Profits 
thereof  rarely  anfwered  by  the 
Sheriff  unlefs  for  fome  few  ancient 
Efcheats. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Concerning  the  manner  how 
the  Annual  Revenue  of  the 
County  was  usually  anjwered 
in  the  ancient  times  untill 
io  E.  I. 

HAving  fliewed  what  the  An- 
nual Profits  of  the  County 
confifted  of,  I  ihall  now  defcend 
to  the  manner  how  it  was  ancient- 
ly anfwered.  The  Sheriff  as  hath 
been  fliewn  was  the  King's  Bayly 
for  the  collecting  of  the  King's  Re- 
venue :  And  touching  the  manner 
of  his  collefting  and  anfwering 
them,  and  therein  principally  con- 
cerning thofe  two  great  parts  of  the 
Annual  Revenue,  viz,  the  Corpus  Co- 
mitatus,  or  when  it  was  in  Firme, 
the  Firma  corporis  Comitatus :  And 
the  Troficuum  Comitatus,  and  when 
it  was  in  Firme,  the  Firma  de  profi- 
quo  Comitatus ;  both  which  lhall  be 

hereafter 
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hereafter  more  fully  explained. 

Thele  Profits  were  anciently,  and 
are  to  this  day,  anfwered  at  two 
Terms  in  the  year,  viz.  Michael- 
mas and  Eafter. 

But  to  enable  the  more  effectual 
levying  of  them,  there  always  iflii- 
ed  to  the  Sheriff  before  Eafter  and 
Michaelmas,  out  of  the  Exchequer 
a  Writ  called  the  Summons  of  the 
Pipe,  which  had  annexed  to  it  the 
charge  or  Summs  for  which  the  She- 
riff was  anfwerable,  viz.  thofe  which 
were  charged  upon  hlmfelf  ful  no- 
mine Vicecomitu,  and  thofe  which 
are  charged  upon  others.  The  Form 
of  the  Writ  is  recorded  in  the  black 
Book  of  the  Exchequer,  Lib.  z.  cap. 
Qua  liter fient  Summonitiones ;  which 
continue  to  this  day,  viz.  Rex  Fie 
Ebor  Salutem.  Vide  ficut  teipfum 
&  omnia  tua  diligas  quod  fis  ad  Scac- 
carium  noftrum  Weftm'  in  Cro  Santti 
Michaelis,  vel  in  Cro  Claufi  Pafchx, 
&  habeas  ibi  quicquid  debes  de  vete- 
re  firma  vel  nova  :  Et  nomination 
ha?c  debit  a  fubferipta.  And  then 
the  whole  charge  is  inferred  which 
E  common- 
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monly  began  with  thefe  annual  Re- 
venues, viz. 

De  Corpore  Comitates 

(  or  if  it  were  in  Firme ) 
De  Firma  de  Corpore  Com.  I  oo  bl. 
De  Numero  Comitatus         10 
De  Troficuo  Comitatus 

(  or  if  in  Firme  ) 
De  Firma  de prqficuo  Com.   ^o 

And  then  the  Summ  in  grofs  char- 
ged upon  the  Sheriff  for  divers  fmall 
Rents,  and  tfien  afterwards  all  thofe 
Firmes  that  were  charged  upon  par- 
ticular perfons  feriatim  and  in  or- 
der. 

And  according  to  the  order  where- 
in they  were  written  out  to  the  She- 
riff accordingly  in  effect  were  the 
Accompts  palled,  and  the  Entries 
made  thereof  in  the  great  Roll  of 
the  Pipe,  onely  the  particulars  in 
the  Writ  was  their  charge  of  the 
Sheriff  unto  which  he  was  to  give 
his  anfwer  upon  his  Accompt,  and 
then  there  are  entred  his  difcharges. 

And 


And  this  Firme  continues  there 
to  this  day,  with  fuch  alterations  as 
are  hereafter  mentioned :  and  there- 
fore the  Ordinance  or  Statute  in  Lz- 
bro  Ruhro  Scaccarii,  fol,  242.  made 
in  5-4  H.  2.  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
liable  and  fixed  method  for  writing 
the  great  Roll ,  obferved  both  be* 
fore  and  fince  that  day. 

Prima,  Scribatur  Corpus  Comita- 
tus,  deinde  Eleemofyne  conftitute,*& 
Liber  at  iones  &  Bria  prifci  Ficecom 
ficut  fempsr  fuit  conjuetum.  Delu- 
de oneretur  Vic  de  FirmiA  pro  profit 
cuo  Comitatus  vel  de  proficuis  :  De- 
inde  fcribantur  omnes  Firme  tarn 
majores  quam  minores,  &c. 

And  although  the  certain  Debet 
of  the  Sheriff  could  not  be  known 
before  the  finiftiing  of  his  Accompt, 
becaufe  it  could  not  be  known  what 
he  levied,  and  what  not;  and  what 
he  had  paid,  and  what  not;  (which 
Accompt  was  not  untill  the  end  of 
his  year )  yet  it  feems  there  was 
anciently  an  eftimate  what  this  con- 
ftant  charge  of  the  annual  Revenue 
amounted  unto>  and  what  the  con- 

E  z  ftant 
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llant  allowances  amounted  unto,  ac- 
cording to  a  medium ,  or  poffibry 
according  to  thofe  Firnies  and  grofs 
Summs  which  were  charged  imme- 
diately upon  the  Sheriff^  nomine 
Vicecomit'u ;  and  thefe  Summs  were 
paid  into  the  Exchequer  at  the  re- 
turn of  the  Writ  of  Summons  of 
the  Pipe,  and  they  were,  and  are 
to  this  day  called  Profre  Vicecom , 
or  the  Sheriffs  Proffers.  And  by  the 
Statute  of  5 1  H.  3 .  called  Statutum 
de  Scaccario,  thofe  proffers  are  ap- 
pointed tc^be  paid  on  the  morrow 
of  St.  Michael,  and  the  morrow /*/? 
Claufum  Vafcha ;  and  the  payment 
of  thefe  proffers  are  continued  to 
this  day  :  But  although  they  are 
paid,  yet  if  upon  the  conclufion  of 
the  Sheriffs  Accompt,  and  after  the 
allowances  and  difcharges  had  by 
him,  it  appears  that  he  be  in  furplu- 
fage,or  that  he  is  charged  with  more 
than  indeed  he  could  receive,  he 
hath  fometimes,  and  for  the  moft 
part,  all  his  proffers  paid  or  allow- 
ed  to  him  again  :  and  fo  indeed  it  is 
but  a  mock  payment,  a  payment 

kept 


kept  on  foot  to  maintain  the  old 
method  of  his  Accompt,  but  is  in 
effeft  but  fo  much  Money  lent,  for 
he  hath  it  (and  juftly  enough)  al- 
lowed to  him  back  again  :  the  rea- 
fon  and  juflice  whereof  fliall  be 
fliewn  hereafter.  And  now  to  re- 
turn again  from  whence  we  di- 
grefled,  I  fhall  now  fearch  out  the 
meaning  of  thefe  Firmes,  Corpus 
Comitatus  11.  and  Humerus  Comita- 
tus, and  Firma  de  Corpore  Comita- 
tus, and  Prqficua  Comitatus,  and  Fir- 
ma de  proficuo  Comitatus,  I  mean  as 
they  relate  to  the  Sheriffs  Accompt 
for  what  the  things  were  is  fufBci- 
ently  difcovered  before. 

Therefore  as  to  the  Corpus  Comi- 
tatus, I  have  already  {hewn  in  the  pre- 
cedent Chapter,  what  it  confifted 
of,  viz.  the  Vicontiel  Rents  of  the 
County;  and  they  confifted  of  two 
forts  of  payment,  viz.  thofe  that 
were  anfwered  in  blanch  Money, 
and  thofe  that  were  anfwered  in 
Money  numbred.  And  this  ordi- 
narily made  two  titles  of  the  Cor- 
E  3  pus 
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pus  Comitatus  in  mod  Counties,  viz. 
where  there  were  Firmes  of  thefe 
differing  natures,  and  they  are  then 
thus  noted,  viz. 

De  Corpore  Comitatus      ioo/.  bl. 
De  Numero  Comitatus        50 

And  they  were  written  out  thus 
generally,  without  expreffing  the 
feveral  Vicontiel  Rents,  but  onely 
the  grofs  Summs  what  they  amoun- 
ted to  blanc,  and  what  they  amoun- 
ted to  numero,  or  de  numero  Comi- 
tatus. And  the  Sheriff  upon  his 
Accompt  was  ufed  to  bring  in  a  Vi- 
contiel Roll,  containing  thefe  par- 
ticular Vicontiel  Rents,  what  they 
were  and  what  he  had  levied. 

By  this  it  appears  that  in  the  firft 
conftitution  of  this  Vicontiel  Ac- 
compt the  Sheriffaccompted  for  thefe 
Rents  as  Bayly  or  Cu/tos,  and  an- 
fwered  what  he  levied  though  they 
were  written  out,  and  flood  upon 
the  great  Roll  all  in  a  lump,  and 
when  the  Sheriff  accompted  thus, 
he  accompted  as  Cuftos  or  Bayly. 

But 
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But  in  procefs  of  time  ( but  that 
time  very  ancient )  the  Sheriff  for 
the  time  being  took  the  Corpus  Co- 
mitates or  Vicontiel  Rents  to  Firme, 
which  Firme  for  the  moft  part  a- 
mounted  to  very  near  the  entire 
quantity  of  the  Vicontiel  Rents. 
And  this  Firme  in  many  Counties 
was  very  ancient,  for  we  find  them 
mentioned  in  the  Pipe-rolls  of  the 
time  of  King  John  and  R.  i. 

And  by  this  means  the  Sheriff 
was  to  anfwer  at  his  peril  his  Firme, 
for  it  became  his  own  debt,  and 
he  was  to  gather  up  the  Vicontiel 
Rents  to  his  own  ufe  to  make  him- 
felf  a  Saver. 

She  Sheriffs  Commiflion  hereup- 
on was  with  the  refervation  of  the 
Firme,  and  although  we  have  not 
memorials  of  all  thofe  refervations. 
yet  of  fome  we  have. 

Inter  Communia  of  19  E.  1.  Bedf. 
Bucks,  Rex  16.  Jan.  Anno  i9.C0m- 
mifit  Will.  Turvil  Com  Bedf.  & 
Bucks  cum  pertinent9  cuftodiend* 
quamdiu  Regi  placuerit  reddendo  in* 
de  per  annum  quantum  Johannes  P# 

E  4  lam 
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lam  vuper  Ficecemes  eerundem  red- 
dere  confuevit* 

And  by  little  and  little  this  grew 
into  a  ufage,  the  fucceeding  Sheriff 
anfwering  the  Firme  of  the  County, 
and  of  the  Profits  of  the  County  as 
his  predeceflbr  had  done  :  whereby 
the  Firma  Comitatus  and  the  Firma 
de  prqficuis  Comitatus  became  as 
fetled  Firmes  charged  upon  the  She- 
riff  though  there  were  noexprefs  re- 
fervation  of  it  upon  his  patent  or 
Commiflion  of  Sheriff 

And  becaufe  thefe  Firmes  were 
in  their  firft  refervation  proportion- 
ed to  the  value  and  nature  of  thofe 
Rents,  which  now  the  Sheriff  had, 
as  before  the  King  had  them,  in  f pe- 
ck ;  hence  the  Sheriffs  Firme  of  the 
County  or  Body  of  the  County  as 
it  was  proportionable  to  the  fame, 
anfwered  tor  the  Vicontiel  Rents ; 
fo  it  was  proportioned  to  their  na- 
ture, viz.  becaufe  fome  of  the  Vi- 
contiel Rents  were  in  blanc  Money, 
the  Sheriffs  Firme  correfponding  to 
that  was  anfwered  in  llanc  Money : 
and  fome  of  thofe'  rents  being  an- 
fwered 


fwered  numero ,  the  Sheriffs  Firme 
correfponding  thereto  was  anfwer- 
ed  numero. 

And  by  this  Accompt  the  charge 
both  upon  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe 
and  upon  the  great  Roll  was  altered 
viz.  whereas  the  former  Style  of 
the  charge  was  De  cor  pore  Comitatus 
llanc  &  numero,  now  it  was  chan- 
ged, viz. 

De  Firma  de  cor  pore  Com    i  oo/.  bl. 
De  numero  Comitatus  40 

Ad  thus  the  manner  of  the  charge 
flood  for  the  times  of  H.  3.  and  E.  1. 
and  for  fome  time  before,  at  lead 
in  fome  Counties  :  and  fo  it  conti- 
nues to  this  day  with  fuch  alterati- 
ons as  fhall  be  Ihewn. 

And  as  the  Corpus  Comitatus  thus 
by  ufage  grew  a  Firme,  or  Rent 
charged  upon  the  Sheriff,  fo  alfo 
did  the  Crementum  Comitatus,  in 
thofe  Counties  where  fuch  Cremen\ 
ta  was  anfwered,  y?z} 

•  Pe 
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De  Fir  ma  Comitatus  xool. 

De  numero  Comitatus  40 

De  Cremento  Comitatus        10 

All  being  governed  by  the  word 
Firma  :  For,  as  I  have  faid,  a  long 
letting  of  thefe  Vicontiels  to  Firme, 
had  brought  them  to  be  a  fetled 
charge,  charged  upon,  and  anfwe- 
red  by  the  Sheriff;  and  he  gather- 
ed up  the  Vicontiels  to  his  own  ufe, 
to  make  himfelf  a  Saver,  and  to 
make  good  his  Firme.  And  thus 
much  concerning  the  anfwering 
and  altering  of  the  charges  of  the 
Vicontiels,  or  the  Corpus  Comitatus 
both  before  and  after  it  was  in 
Firme. 

2,.  As  concerning  the  Proficuum 
Comitatus',  the  proceeding  was  much 
the  fame  as  that  concerning  the  Cor- 
pus Comitatus. 

In  the  ancienter  times,  when  the 
Troficua  Comitatus  was  at  all  anfwe- 
red  by  the  Sheriff,  it  was  anfwered 
by  him,  as  Cuflos  or  Bayly  upon 

Accompt 


Accompt :  Though  in  fome  ancient 
Pipe  rolls,  for  fome  Counties  we  find 
no  diftinft  mention  of  it ;  as  in  the 
Pipe-roll  of  19  R.  1.  Glouc.  Herber- 
tus  reddit  compotum  de^jzl.  145. 6d. 
bl.  de  Firma  Comitatus.  The  like, 
ibid,  1 3  Johannis.  But  very  frequent- 
ly afterwards  the  Sheriffs ,  when 
they  had  the  Corpus  Comitatus,  or 
the  Certain  Annual  Revenues  under 
a  Firme,  yet  anfwered  the  Froficua 
Comitatus  as  Cuftos  or  Bayly :  for 
inftance,  Fipe-roll  9  R.\i.  Bedf.  & 
Bucks,  Sijjion  de  Bello  campo  reddit 
compotum  de  369 1. 191.  11*?.  bl.  Et 
de  79/.  8 s.  id.  numero ,  de  Firma 
Comita,  without  mentioning  the 
Prqficua  Comitatus. 

But  in  the  Pipe-roll  2  5-  H.  3 .  Bedf. 
&  Bucks,  Paulinus  Pejor,  ut  Fir~ 
marius  reddit  compotum  de  3  69/.  19  s. 
nd.  bl.  &  de  108/.  numero  de  Fir- 
ma Comitatuum. 

Idem  Vice  comes  reddit  compotum 
l/e  1 00  marc3  pro  prqficuo  C  omit  at. 

And  Anno  44  H.  3.  Alexander 
Hampden,  ut  Fir  marius  reddit  com- 
potum de  369/.  1  (js,  lid.  bl.  &  de 

iqU 
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1 08/.  numero,  de  Fir  ma  Comitatuum. 

Idem  A  redd  it  compotum  de  220 
marc  pro  proficuo  Comitaf  (icut  con- 
tinetur in  originali. 

And  in  51  H.  3.  Galfridus  Rus 
ut  Fir mar i us  de  anno  50  redd  it  com- 
potum de  369/.  1 9 j.  \\d.  bl.  &  de 
108/  numero  de  Fir  ma  Comitat\ 

Idem  Galfridus  reddit  compotum 
de  180  marc  pro  proficuo  C  omit  at  us 
de  anno  £0.  /i:«/  continetur  in  quo- 
dam  Rotulo  attachiato  originali  ejuf- 
dem  anni. 

And  in  the  year  following ,  Ed- 
vzxdxxsfi litis  Regis  primpgenitus,  Bar- 
thol.  de  Irene  Suhvicecomes  ejus  red- 
dit pro  eo  per  breve  Regis,  compo- 
tum de  369/.  19^.  \\d.  bl.  &  108/. 
numero  de  Firma  Comitatus  hoc  anno. 

Idem  E.  V'ic*  non  reddit  de  aliquo 
proficuo  Comitaf  quia  Rex  ei  commi- 
fit  dittos  Comitatus  re/pond'  inde  per 
annum  de  antiqua  Firma  corporis,  fi- 
cut  continetur  in  originali  anni  pre- 
cedentis.  • 

And  fo  in  the  great  Roll  of  $0  H. 
3.Glouc.  Reginaldus^fe  Ale  de^jzl. 
1 41.  6d.  de  Firma  Com. 

Idem 


Sheriffs  accompt&      6t 

Idem  Vicecomes  reddit  compotum  de 
80  marc9  pro  proficuo  Com*  &  exit' 
ville  &  nundinorum  &  Hundredi  de 
Wencham  ficut  continetur  in  quodam 
Rotulo,  &c.  and  fo  it  continued  in 
the  time  of  E.  1. 

By  which  it  is  evident,  r.  That 
fometime  there  was  nothing  at  all 
anfwered  pro  proficuis,  bijt  it  was 
caft  into  the  Firme  of  the  County, 
x.  That  although  the  body  of  the 
County,  confiftingpf  a  certain  year- 
ly Revenue  was  in  Firme,  yet  often- 
times the  Frqficua  Comitatus  were 
not  in  Firme,  but  the  Sheriff  ac- 
compted  for  them  ut  Cuftos^  fome- 
time higher,  fometime  lower,  as  the 
profits  arofe. 

But  in  procefs  of  time  the  Profi- 
cua  Comitatus ,  at  leaft  in  fome  Coun- 
ties, iell  under  a  Firme,  though  in 
fome  Counties  fooner,  in  fome  la- 
ter ;  and  having  once  begun  to  be 
in  Firme,  the  fucceedingSherifftook 
it  as  his  predeceflbur  left  it ;  and  fo 
it  became  in  time  a  fetled  Firme, 
though  not  exprefsly  referved  upon 
the  Patent  of  every  Sheriff 

And 
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And  yet  in  fuch  cafes  it  was 
become  a  fetled  Firme ,  by  ufage 
and  cuftome ;  yet  when  the  Sheriff 
found  that  his  Firme  was  too  great 
for  thefe  profits  ( which  were  ca- 
fual,  fometimes  more,  fometimes 
lefs)  he  was  in  thofe  elder  times  ad- 
mitted to  accompt  ut  Cufios,  with- 
out being  bound  to  anfwer  his  en- 
tire Firme,  unlefs  he  faw  fit.  But 
that  was  rarely  in  ufe  after  the  time 
of  H.  4.  and  accordingly  it  feems 
to  be  intimated  in  that  ordinance  of 
54  H.  3.  above  mentioned,  for  wri- 
ting the  great  Roll  of  the  Pipe,  viz. 
de  Firmu  pro  Frqficuis,  vel  de  Profi- 
cuis.  And  this  fliall  fuffice  for  the 
unriddling  of  the  Sheriffs  Accompts 
till  the  10  and  11  Ed.  1. 


CHAR 


CHAP.  VII. 

The  Second  Period  of  the  She- 
riffs Accompts ,  viz.  How 
they  flood  from  10  E.  I. 
until!  34  H.  8. 

WE  have  in  the  former  Chap- 
ter feen  how  the  Statute 
of  the  Sheriffs  Accompts  flood  in 
relation  to  the  annual  Revenue  of 
the  County,  whether  Certain  or 
Uncertain,  and  both  ftand  now  re- 
duced under  a  Firme,  viz. 

i.  The  Corpus  Comitatus  anfwe- 
red  under  a  Firme;  partly  blanc, 
and  partly  numero. 

z.  The  Troficua  Comitatus  gra- 
dually alfo  reduced  into  a  Firme  in- 
tirely  numero ;  but  with  a:  liberty 
for  the  Sheriff  to  eafe  himfelf  of  the 
excefs  of  his  Firme  above  the  pro- 
fits, by  fubmitting  to  an  accompt 
of  thefe  profits  as  Bayly  or  Cuftos. 

It 
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It  fell  out  in  procefs  of  time  that 
the  Kings  of  England  granted  a- 
way  many  of  thofe  Vicontiel  Rents, 
and  the  Lands  upon  which  fome 
of  them  were  charged ,  where- 
by the  Sheriff  loft  much  of  what 
was  to  make  up  the  Firme  of  his 
County.  And  although  the  She- 
riffs, upon  {hewing  thereof  upon 
their  Accompts,  had  an  allowance 
of  that  which  was  fo  granted  away, 
yet  it  made  a  trouble  and  diforder 
in  the  Sheriffs  Accompts. 

And  therefore  it  was  neceflary 
to  have  fome  provifion  for  the  fame, 
but  this  onely  concerned  that  part 
of  his  Firme  which  was  of  the  Cor- 
pus Comitatus,  or  the  Firme  of  the 
Certain  Annual  Revenue.  There- 
fore by  the  Stat,  of  Rutland  ioE.i, 
this  provifion  is  fetled. 

Quod  non  jcribatur  de  cetera  cor- 
pora Com  it  at  urn  in  Rotulis  fingulis, 
quin  fcribantur  in  quo  dam  Rotulo  an- 
nual; per  fe,  &  legantur  fingulis  an- 
nis  fuper  compotum  Vicecomitis  fin- 
gula ,  viz.  in  fingulis  Comitatibus , 
utfciaturfi  quid  nobis  pofjit  accidere 

In 
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in  quocunque  Comitate.  Remanent  ve- 
ro  eorundem  Comitatuum  poft  terras 
datas  [crib at ur  in  Rotulu  annua li hits 
&  cnerentur  inde  Vicecomites.  In 
quibus  quidem  remanentilus  allocen- 
tur  Ulerationes ,  eleemofyne ,  &c. 
Scribantur  etiam  in  eifdem  Rotulis 
annuali  bus  Fir  me  Vicecomitum,  pro- 
ficui  Comitatus,  firme  Serjantiar9  & 
AJfartor',  Firme  Civitatum,  Burgo- 
rum  &  Villarum,  &  alie  Firme  de 
quibus  eft  refponfum  annuatijfn  ad 
Scaccarium  predittum.  Scribantur  in 
eifdem  omnia  debita  terminata  © 
omnia  groffa  debita  de  quibus  fpes 
eft  quod  aliquod  inde  reddi  poffit. 
Item  omnia  debita  qua  videntur  ejfe 
clara,  titulum  de  novis  oblatis.  Ni- 
hil fcribatur  in  Rotulo  Annuali  nifi 
ea  de  quibus  eft  [pes,  &c.  De  Fir- 
mis  vero  mortuis  &  debit  is  de  qui- 
bus non  eft  fpes,  fiat  unus  Rotulus, 
&  irrotulentur  &  legantur  fingidis 
annis  fuper  Compof  Vicecom  &  de- 
bita de  quibus  Vicecomes  refpondebat 
fcribantur  in  Rotulo  annuali  &  ibt 
acquietentur, 

F  And 
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And  by  this  A&  thefe  alterations 
were  made. 

I.  the  ftate  of  the  yearly  Rents 
which  heretofore  made  up  the  Cor- 
pus Comitatus  was  examined,  and 
it  was  confidered  what  parts  there- 
of had  been  granted  out  by  the 
King,  to  the  end  that  the  Sheriffs 
Firme  of  the  body  of  the  County 
might  be  abated  with  refpect  to 
thofe  grants;  which  reduction  of 
the  Firme  is  ftiled  Remanentia  Firme 
pofi  terras  datas* 

IL  The  old  ftile  of  Corpus  Comi- 
tatus  was  now  put  out  of  the  charge, 
and  whereas  formerly  the  Sheriffs 
charge  was  De  Firma  de  corpore  Co- 
mitates, now  it  was  changed,  and 
the  charge  was  De  remanent e  Firme 
pojl  terras  datas  :  And  according- 
ly it  was  forthwith  altered  in  the 
great  Roll ,  onely  when  thofe  re- 
maining Rents  that  were  to  make 
fjood  this  Remanentia  Firme ,  did 
confift  of  Rents  blanc,  or  of  Rents 
namero  onely,  it  was  according- 


ly  written,  viz:  in  this  manner* 

De  remanent  e  Firme  de  Con?  1 00/.  bl. 
De  numero  C  omit  at  us  ^o 

III.  There  was  to  be  extracted 
out  of  the  great  Roll  the  old  Rents 
that  made  up  the  Corpus  Comitatus 
and  the  title  thereof,  and  thofe 
Firmes  that  were  Firme  mortue  or 
ohfolete,  illeviable  Firmes,  and  thofe 
debts  that  were  defperate,  and  the 
great  Roll  of  the  Pipe  (  which  was 
written  every  year)  was  to  be  dif- 
burthened  of  them,  and  they  were 
to  be  tranfcribed  into  another  Roll 
called  an  Exannual  Roll. 

This  Exannual  Roll  to  be  yearly 
read  to  the  Sheriff  upon  his  Accompt, 
to  fee  what  might  be  gotten  :  and 
if  any  thing  appeared  to  be  good, 
then  the  fame  to  be  recharged  again 
upon  the  great  Roll  of  the  Pipe. 

IV.  But  there  was  no  alteration 
hereby  made  of  the  Firma  ~de  Fro- 
ficuis :  So  that  by  this  AcT:  as  in  re- 
lation to  the  Firmes  and  Rents  of 

F  2,  *      the 
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the  County  thefe  things  were  done- 
i.  Thofe  Firmes  or  Rents  that  were 
wholly  granted  away,  were  whol- 
ly put  out  of  charge,  whether  they 
were  aflart  Rents  or  Firmes  charged 
upon  particular  Perfons  or  Land,  or 
that  were  within  the  Sheriffs  Firme 
as  Vicontiel  Rents.  ^.  If  any  Vi- 
contiel  Rents  that  made  up  the  She- 
riffs Firma  de  corpore  Cornitatus 
were  granted  out,  the  Sheriffs  Firme 
was  abated  in  refpect  thereof.  3.  If 
there  were  any  Obfolete  or  Dead 
Rents,  that  were  either  Vicontiel 
Rents  or  charged  upon  particular 
Lands  or  Perfons  which  had  not 
been  a  long  time  anfwered,  they 
together  with  the  Corpus  Cornitatus 
were  removed  out  of  the  Annual 
Roll  and  tranfmitted  into  the  Exan- 
nual  Roll  read  yearly  to  the  She- 
riff, to  fee  whether  any  hope  of 
levying  them  :  but  their  writing 
out  in  charge  in  the  great  Roll  fuf- 
pended  till  they  might  be  after  dis- 
covered to  be  leviable. 

And  accordingly  prefently  after 
the  making  of  this  Acl,  the  Firme 

of 
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of  the  Sheriffs  charge  in  the  Sum- 
mons of  the  Pipe  and  the  entry 
thereof  upon  the  great  Roll  was 
changed,  and  this  memorial  is 
made  upon  the  Pipe-roll  for  every 
County. 

Corpus  hujus  Comitatus  non  annota- 
tur  hic$  fed  annotatur  in  quodam 
Rotulo  in  quo  fcrihuntur  omnia 
corpora  Comitatuum  Anglix  in 
manu  Regis  exiflentia  fimul  cum 
Fir  mis  mortuis  &  debit  is  qua/? 
defperatis  qua?  debent  Jingulis 
annis  legi  &  recitari  fuper  Com- 
potum  Vic  ut  fciatur  quid  inde 
accidere  pojjit  Regi  ex  quacunque 
caufa  que  funt  in  Thefauro.  In 
quihus  etiam  continetur  quod  in- 
de Vicecomites  onerentur  in  com 
potis  fuis  preditlis  de  remanenti- 
bus  Firmarum  Comitatuum  poft 
terras  datas.  Et  quod  in  eifdem 
remanentibus  allocentur  liberati- 
ones  ©  Eleemojyne  conftitute  & 
alie  allocationes  fi  quas  Fie*  ha- 
buerint  per  Br'ia  Regis  de  eo~ 
rundem  exitibus. 

F  3  And 
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And  according  to  this  Act  and 
Memorandum  the  great  Roll  was 
certified  :  for  inftance,  before  this 
Aft  the  great  Roll  for  Gloucefler 
did  run  thus. 

J.  F.  redd  it  compotum^  de  371/. 
1 3  s.  6d.  blanc.  de  Fir  ma  Comita- 
tus. 

But  after  this  alteration  it  runs 
thus. 

In  the  great  Roll  12  E.  1.  Roge- 
rus  de  Lockington  Vicecomes  reddit 
compotum  de  38/.  14*.  11  d.  blanc. 
de  remanents  Firme  Comitatus  fojl 
terras  datas. 

Idem  Vic*  reddit  compotum  de  So 
marc  de  Firma  pro  projicuis  Comita- 
tus (which  was  the  old  Firme  there- 
of before  10  E.  1.) 

So  again  in  the  Pipe  roll  io£i, 
which  was  the  Accompt  of  the  year 
next  before  the  making  of  this  Aft 
the  Roll  runs  thus,  viz. 

Bedf.  Bucks,  Richardus  de  Gol- 
lington  reddit  ccmpotum  de  319/. 
1 9 j.  nd.\A.  &  de  108/.  r.umero,  de 
Firma  Comitates.  Et  reddit  compo- 
tum 


turn  del  80  mar?  de  Firma  pro  proficuo 
Comitatus  ficut  Johannes  de  Ched- 
ley  reddere  confuevit.  In  the  Roll 
next  after  the  making  of  this  Ad: 
it  runs  thus. 

Richardus  de  Gollington  Fie 
reddit  compotum  de  ijl.  js.  bl.  de 
remanent:  Firme  Comitatus  pofl  ter- 
ras datas  ficut  Jupra  continetur^  & 
de  10Sl.de  Firma  numero. 

Et  Vic  reddit  compotum  de  100 
marc  de  Firma  pro  profcuis  ficut 
continetur  in  Rot.  1  r  :  By  which  ia- 
ftances  thefe  things  appear,  viz. 

1.  That  the  Firma  de  Proficuis 
continued  the  fame  as  before  :  For 
therein  no  alteration  was  made  by 
the  Stat,  of  Rutland. 

z.  That  the  Title  of  the  Firma 
de  corpore  Comitatus  was  changed 
into  the  Title  de  remanente  Firme 
Comitatus  pofl  terras  datas. 

3.  That  the  quantity  of  the 
Firmes  were  reduced  to  fmaller 
Summs  with  refpect  to  thofe  Firmes 
or  Lands  charged  therewith  former- 
ly and  fince  granted  out. 

4.  That  yet  the  Titles  of  Blanc 

F  4  and 
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and  Numero  continued  or  were  o- 
mitted  as  the  nature  of  the  Vicon- 
tiel  Rents  that  remained  ungran- 
ted  were,  viz.  When  all  the  blanc 
Rents  were  granted  out,  the  Firme 
de  remanents  was  anfwered  onely 
numero.  Where  all  the  Rents  nu- 
mero were  granted  the  Sheriff  an- 
fwered his  Firme  wholly  llanc.  J{ 
part  of  his  Rent  blanc  were  gran- 
ted and  nothing  of  thofe  Rents  that 
were  anfwered  numero,  he  anfwe- 
red the  remaining  part  of  his  Firme 
llanc,  and  the  entire  refidue  nume- 
ric For  the  Sheriffs  Firme  of  the 
County  before ,  and  de  remanente 
now,  did  anfwer  to  the  quantity, 
and  alio  to  the  nature  or  quality  of 
thofe  Vicontiel  Rents  that  he  was 
to  receive  to  make  good  his  Firme. 
But  abating  that  one  alteration 
from  Firma  corporis  Comitatus  to 
de  remanente  Firme,  and  the  a- 
bridging  of  the  Firme  as  before , 
and  the  difcharging  both  of  the 
Summons  of  the  Pipe  and  the  great 
Roll  of  thofe  charges  that  were 
tranfcribed  into  the  Exannual  Roll, 

the 
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the  reft ,  both  of  the  charge  and 
great  Roll  continued  as  before. 

But  notwithstanding  this  provi- 
fion  gave  fome  eafe  to  the  Sheriffs 
in  relation  to  thofe  Firmes,  yet  the 
charging  of  them  with  thefe  Firmes 
became  a  matter  of  continual  com- 
plaint, for  that  they  were  ftill  char- 
ged with  thefe  Firmes,  yet  many  of 
the  Rents  and  benefits  that  fliould 
make  good  their  Firmes  were  fold  or 
became  illeviable  after  Rot.  Pari 
z$  E.  5.  n.  39.  Item  pry  les  Commons 
que  touts  Vicounts  que  font  charge  de 
certain  Firmes  pur  les  Counties  ou  ils 
font  Vicounts  foient  difcharge  de  ceo 
poft  refceit  de  lour  Baily  per  caufe 
de  Franchifes  grant  Ronne  breve  foit 
mand  al  Treafurer  &  Barons  dejche- 
quer  quils  faient  due  allowances  al 
chefcun  Vicount  fur  le  render  de  lour 
Accompts  en  chefcun  cafe  la  ou  ils 
vtrilent  quil  foit  reafonalle. 

And  in  the  fame  Parliament  in 
47,  the  Sheriffs  of  Bedf.  and  Bucks 
pray  to  be  difcharged  of  the  Firmes 
of  the  Baylywick  of  their  Hun- 
dreds,  becaufe  thole  Bayly  wicks 

yielded 


74  a  Stf)o#  €reattfe  toucfjitto; 

yielded  no  profit :  they  are  remit- 
ted to  the  Exchequer,  Rot.  Pari 
4?  E.  3.  //.  45-.  The  Sheriffs  of  Ef- 
fex  and  Hertford,  pray  an  eafe  in 
refpect  of  illeviable  Firmes  charged 
upon  them,  and  Hundreds  and 
Rents  granted  from  them :  anfwe- 
red,  Le  Roy  lour  ad  fait  grace. 

By  the  Statute  of  1  H.  4.  cap.  1 1« 
upon  the  complaint  that  the  She- 
riffs are  charged  with  the  ancient 
Firmes  of  their  County,  notwith- 
standing that  great  part  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  fame  be  granted  to  Lords 
and  others  :  It  is  enafted  that  the 
Sheriffs  fhall  accompt  in  the  Ex- 
chequer and  have  an  allowance 
by  their  Oaths  of  the  uTues  of  their 
Counties. 

Rot.  Pari.  1 1  /£  4.  n.  46.  &  fe- 
quenf.  The  Sheriffs,  of  feveral  Coun- 
ties complain  that  they  are  charged 
with  feveral  ancient  Firmes  which 
they  are  not  able  to  levy,  viz.  Ef- 
fex  and  Hertf.  with  the  Firme  of 
die  County,  and  the  Firme  of  the 
profits  of  the  County :  Tork  with 
the  Firme  of  the  County  pojl  terras 

dat'as 


datas.  Devonshire  with  the  rema- 
nent7 Firme  Comitatus  poft  terras 
datas,  the  Firma  de  Prqficuis  Comi- 
tatus, and  a  certain  Firme  of  ioo 
marks  called  blanch  Firme.  Nor- 
folk and  Suffolk  with  a  Firme  called 
de  remanent'  Firme  pofi  terras  datas, 
and  Firma  de  Proficuo  Comitatus, 
whereof  they  complain  that  they 
cannot  levy  any  thing,  and  befides 
the  Hundred  and  Liberties  granted 
out  to  the  diminution  of  their  pro- 
fit ;  and  pray  remedy  according  to 
the  Stat,  of  i  H.  4. 

They  are  referred  to  the  King's 
Council  to  make  fuch  pardon  and 
mitigation  as  they  fhall  think  reafo- 
nable. 

Rot. Tar  1 1H.5.  n.34, 3  5.  The  like 
complaints  are  made  in  the  behalf 
of  the  Sheriffs,  and  prayed  that  they 
may  have  allowances  out  of  their 
Firmes  upon  their  oaths  according 
to  the  Statute  of  iff.  4.  But 
they  have  the  like  anfwer  as  before, 
viz.  a  reference  to  the  Council. 

But  Rot.  Pari.  4H.  $.n.  24.  and 
4  ff.  j.  cap,  %.  The  like  petition  is 

received 
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received,  viz.  that  by  their  oaths 
they  may  have  an  allowance  of 
what  the  cannot  levy  out  of  thofe 
great  Firmes  that  are  charged  y»£ 
nomine  Vic,  viz.  Firmes  of  their 
Counties,  Ham  Firmes  de  novo  in* 
cremento,  &c.  But  inftead  of  re- 
drefs  they  loft  that  benefit  which 
the  Statute  of  i.  H.  4.  had  before 
afforded  them.  And  it  is  dire&ly 
enacted  that  the  Sheriffs  fhall  have 
allowances  by  their  oath  of  things 
cafual,  which  lye  not  in  Firme  or 
annual  demand :  But  of  thofe  things 
which  lye  in  Firme  annual,  or  de- 
mand annual ,  they  be  charged  as 
Sheriffs  in  aforetime  had  been  char- 
ged. And  thus  flood  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  untill  the 
Statute  of  34  H.  8.  which  is  the 
next  Period. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR  VIII. 

Touching  the  State  of  the  She- 
riffs Firmes  from  the  Sta- 
tute of  34  H.  8.  till  the 
fourteenth  year  of  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  i.  which 
is  the  Second  Period. 

WE  have  feen  in  the  former 
Chapter  how  the  cafe  ftood 
with  the  Sheriffs  Firme  after  the 
Statute  of  Rutland,  and  how  the 
Statute  of  4  H.  5.  cap.  1.  bound  the 
Firmes  charged  upon  the  Sheriffs, 
clofer  upon  them  than  for  fome 
years  before  :  and  fo  they  continu- 
ed till  the  making  of  the  Statute  of 
34/7.  8.  cap.  16. 

This  Statute  recites  thofe  fe- 
veral  Firmes  charged  to  the  She- 
riff/#£  nomine  Ficecomitu,  viz.  de 
remanent*  Firme  pofi  terras  datas : 
Firma  de  Prqficuo  Comitatus ,  and 
thofe  other  minute  Firmes  deman- 
ded 


78a  3>&o#  Creatife  touching 

ded  fub  nomine  Vicecomitis.  And 
many  of  thefe  particular  fmall  Rents 
that  made  up  thefe  Firmes  charged 
upon  the  Sheriffs  are  loft  or  not  le- 
viable, or  extinguiihed  by  Attain- 
ders and  Diflblutions  of  Monafte- 
ries,  and  yet  the  Sheriffs  continue 
charged  with  their  Firmes  as  for- 
merly.    It  enafts, 

i.  That  all  Sheriffs  that  have  no 
Tallies  of  Record  fhall  upon  their 
days  of  prefixion  deliver  in  Rolls 
or  Schedules  of  Parchment  contai- 
ning the  particular  Summs  of  Mo- 
ney which  he  hath  or  might  have 
levied  as  parcel  of  the  faid  ancient 
Firmes ,  naming  the  Perfon  and 
Lands  of  which  they  are  to  be  le- 
vied. 

2.  That  after  fuch  Schedules  de- 
livered the  Court  fhall  have  power 
to  allow  and  make  deductions  in 
the  faid  Sheriffs  Firmes  of  all  fuch 
Summs  of  Moneys  as  the  Firmes 
ihall  be  more  than  the  Summs  in 
fuch  Schedules  fhall  amount  unto. 

3.  And  the  Court  ihall  proceed 
to  the  recovery  of  fuch  Summs  be- 
longing 


longing  to  the  faid  Firmes  as  are  o- 
mitted  in  fuch  Schedules. 

4.  That  the  Sheriff  have  allow- 
ance and  difcharge  of  all  fuch  il~ 
leviable  Summs  as  are  written  to 
him  in  procefs. 

5.  That  the  Sheriff  have  allow- 
ance for  entertainment  of  Jufti- 
ces,  &c 

But  this  was  but  a  temporary 
Aft,  and  difcontinued  at  the  next 
Parliament.  But  a  farther  Aft  was 
after  made  for  the  eafe  of  the  She- 
riff, efpecially  in  relation  to  thofe 
Firmes,  viz.  z  and  3  E.  6.  cap.  4.  By 
this  it  is  enafted, 

1.  That  the  Sheriff  fhall  have 
fuch  allowances  and  Tallies  of  re- 
ward as  they  had  before  the  Aft  of 
34  H.  8.  or  may  accompt  accor- 
ding to  the  Aft  at  their  election. 

2.  That  they  that  accompt  and 
take  no  Tally  ot  Record  fhall  be  treat- 
ed in  the  Exchequer  as  though  the 
Aft  of  34  H.  8.  were  in  force. 

3.  That  thofe  that  have  no  Tal- 
lies of  reward  fhall  have  allowance 
of  the  Diet  of  the  Juftices,  &c. 

4.  That 
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4.  That  all  fuch  Sheriffs  as  take 
no  tallies  of  reward  fhall  be  dischar- 
ged of  all  Firmes,  Goods,  Chattels, 
Profits,  Cafualties,  &c.  as  they  can- 
not levy  or  come  by. 

5*.  That  all  that  have  Tallies  of 
Reward  fhall  be  difcharged  of  all 
Firmes  and  Summs  of  Money  that 
they  cannot  levy,  except  Viconti- 
els  with  which  they  are  to  remain 
chargeable  as  before  the  making  of 
the  former  Aft. 

6.  That  Sheriffs  fhall  have  allow- 
ances of  fuch  Vicontiels  as  are  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  unity  of  pofleffion  in 
the  Crown  by  diflblution  of  Mo- 
naileries. 

7.  That  the  Sheriff"  at  his  day  of 
prefixion  when  he  is  fworn  to  his 
accompt,  fhall  be  fworn  to  deliver 
into  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  Rolls 
or  Schedules  of  Parchment  contain- 
ing all  the  particular  Summs  of  Mo- 
ney which  he  hath  levied  or  might 
levy  of  his  Vicontiels  or  other 
Firmes,  mentioning  the  Perfons  and 
Lands  of  which  they  are  leviable, 
and  the  Court  to  take  care  for  the 

levying 
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levying  of  fuch  of  the  Vicontiels, 
or  Firmes,  which  are  omitted  out 
of  the  Schedules ,  for  faving  the 
Kings  rights,  and  to  make  out  pro- 
cefs  for  the  fame. 

Upon  thefe  Afts  thefe  things  arc 
obfervable. 

I.  That  thofe  Sheriffs  that  have 
Tallies  of  reward  may  not  difcharge 
themfelves  of  their  Vicontiels,  viz* 
the  Remanent9  Fir  me  poft  terras  da- 
tas,  and  Cfo  Comitates,  and  other 
fmall  Rents  charged  fub  nomine  Fi- 
cecomitis  ( if  he  take  his  Tally  of 
reward  )  by  oath  that  he  cannot  le- 
vy it,  or  all  of  it. 

IL  But  if  fuch  a  Sheriffwill  wave 
his  Tally  of  reward ,  he  may  ac- 
compt  according  to  the  Statute  of 
34  H.  8.  and  (o  difcharge  himfelf 
of  his  Vicontiels  or  Firmes  thereof 
as  well  as  other  Firmes.  And  the 
truth  is,  I  think,  anciently  there 
were  fome  Sheriffs  that  had  Tal- 

G  lies 
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Jies  of  reward ,  viz,  Turk ,  Nor- 
thampton, Cumftland,  Hereford,  &c. 
But  fince  the  making  of  this  Act 
they  have  waved  them,  account- 
ing it  more  beneficial  to  take  the 
benefit  of  thofe  Statutes  upon  their 
accompt,  than  to  take  their  Tallies 
of  reward.  So  that  now  all  She- 
riffs have  an  equal  benefit  of  the 
Statutes  of  34  //.  8.  and  2  and  3  E.  6. 

III.  But  thofe  Sheriffs  that  had  no 
Tallies  of  reward  might  difcharge 
themfelves  of  their  Vicontiels  and 
Firmes  de  remanent e  Comitatus,  as 
wrell  as  other  things  that  they  could 
not  levy. 

IV.  That  all  Sheriffs,  as  well 
thofe  that  had  or  had  not  Tallies  of 
reward  might  difcharge  themfelves 
ot  the  cafual  charges,  or  their  an- 
nual uncertain  charges;  and  confe- 
quently  might,  and  moil  ordinarily 
after  this  Statute  did  difcharge  them- 
felves of  the  entire  Firme  de  prcji- 
cuis  Comitates,  in  cafe  the  profits  of 

their 


their  Counties  did  not  furmount 
the  charge  that  attended  them.  And 
by  this  means  fince  the  making  of 
this  Statute,  thofe  Sheriffs  that  were 
charged  with  the  Firma  de  prqficuis 
rarely  if  at  all  anfwered  any  thing 
for  it,  becaufe  they  have  always  al- 
certained  the  Court  that  there  were 
no  fuch  profits  beyond  the  charge 
in  collecting  them :  or  that  the  charge 
of  keeping  the  County-Court,  the 
Turns,  the  Hundred-Courts,  which 
were  the  things  that  made  up  the 
Firma  de  proficuis,  farmounted  the 
benefit. 

V.  And  this  making  appear  was 
no  other  than  the  oath  of  the  She- 
riff that  he  could  not  levy  this  or 
that  Rent,  parcell  of  his  Vicontiels, 
or  that  there  were  ncx  Froficua  Co- 
mitatus,  &c.  And  this  oath  of  the 
Sheriff  hath  always  been  the  War- 
rant to  difcharge  him  of  ali  or  any 
part  of  his  Firmes.  By  which  means 
it  hath  moft  ordinarily  come  to  pais 
that  although  the  Sheriff  hath  paid 
G  x  in 
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in  his  profers  at  Eafter  and  Michael- 
mas, yet  when  he  comes  upon  his 
accompt  he  doth  by  his  oath  dis- 
charge himfelf  of  all  his  Firtna  de 

remanent e  Comitatus ,  and  thereby 
moft  times  the  King  becomes  Deb- 
tor to  the  Sheriff  for  thofe  Moneys 
which  he  received  as  profers,  or 
Moneys  due  by  the  Sheriff  upon 
his  Firme. 

And  it  is  but  reafon ;  for  the  Sta- 
tute gives  him  that  juft  benefit  to 
difcharge  himfelf  by  his  oath  of 
what  he  cannot  levy  or  receive. 

And  yet  though  the  Sheriffs  have 
conftantly  by  their  oath  difcharged 
themfelves  of  the  entire  Firme  dc 
Vroficuis  Comitatus,  and  of  a  great 
part  of  their  other  Firmes  of  the 
Vicontiels,  or  Remanent  Firme,  and 
other  Rents  charged  upon  them  in 
grofs  Sumrns,  by  fvvearing  the  il- 
leviablenefs  of  fome  of  thole  Vicon- 
tiels which  make  up  thofe  Rema- 
nent' Firme  Comitatus  and  grofs 
Su  mi  as  ,  yet  conilantly  after  this 
Aft  and  until  the  year  of  our  Lord 
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1650  the  entire  Firmes,  viz,  the 
entire  Firme  of  the  Remanent9  poft 
terras  datas,  and  the  entire  Firme 
de  proficuis  Comitatus ,  were  con- 
fiantly  written  out  in  charge  to  the 
Sheriff  upon  the  Summons  of  the 
Pipe,  and  entirely  charged  upon  the 
great  Roll,  as  they  had  ever  been 
fince  the  Statute  of  Rutland,  and  in 
the  very  fame  manner,  though  in 
truth  it  was  for  the  moft  part  but 
an  idle  piece  of  formality ;  for  the 
Sheriffs  conftantly  fwear  it  off  by 
virtue  of  the  Statute.  And  thus  by 
thefe  Statutes  the  Sheriff  had  eafe 
by  his  oath  from  that  part  and 
thofe  parts  of  his  Firmes  that  he 
fweared  he  could  not  levy. 

But  the  truth  is  the  Sheriffs  have 
taken  that  part  of  the  Statute  which 
was  for  their  eafe,  viz.  to  fwear  in 
difcharge  of  their  Firmes,  but  have 
two  much  omitted  that  other  part 
of  the  Statute  that  was  for  the  Kings 
advantage,  viz.  the  delivery  in  up- 
on their  oaths  the  Schedules  of  their 
Vicontiels :  by  which  omiffion  pof 
G  3  fibly 
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iibly  many  fmall,  but  good,  Rates 
have  been  loft  fince  the  Statute  of 
x  and  3  E.  6.  which  rnight  have 
been  preferved.  Although  poffibly 
the  far  greater  part  were  loll  long 
before  y  as  appears  by  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Sheriffs ,  in  relation 
to  their  Firmes,  in  the  Parliament 
Roll  of  1 1  H.  4.  above  mentioned. 
And  thus  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  flood 
untill  the  1 5th  of  King  Charles  the 
firft. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

• 

The  Third  Period  front  the  fif- 
teenth year  of  King  Charles 
the  fir fi  untill  the  year  oj 
our  Lord  1650.  And  how 
the  Sheriffs  Firmes  and  Ac 
compts  flood  in  that  inter- 
val. 


■ 


BY  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Ex 
chequer  made  the  25-th.  Junzi, 
15"  C^r/if'V'upon  the  complaint  of 
the  Kings  Firmor  of  decayed  Rents 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Pipe  ihould  call  up  and  compute, 
and  feverally  and  diftinftly  put  in 
charge  arrearages  of  decayed  Rents 
and  parcells  of  Rents,  that  procefs 
and  commiffions  might  be  made 
forth  thereupon  by  virtue  of  the 
order.  But  this  proved  uneffectu- 
al,  for  although  the  fame  was  done 
G  4        v    accor- 
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accordingly,  yet  the  King  received 
litte  advantage  thereby,  neither  did 
it  at  all  convenience  the  Sheriff  or 
alter  the  charge  written  out  in  the 
Summons  of  the  Pipe,  or  upon  the 
great  Roll.  For  the  Firn;es  conti- 
nued ftill  in  charge  as  before,  with- 
out any  alterations  :  And  though 
fomewhat  of  fmall  confequence  was 
found  out,  which  might  help  to 
make  good  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  in 
fome  particulars,  yet  the  fame  ftill 
fell  ihort,  and  the  Sheriffs  were  ftilj 
enforced  to  make  ufe  of  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Statute  of  %  E.  6.  to 
eafe  themfelves  by  their  oath  of  il- 
leviable  Rents,  till  the  year  1650. 


CHAP. 
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The  Fourth  Period  of  the  She- 
riffs Firmes  from  the  year 
1650  unto  this  day ,  and 
hovp  they  were  anjwered  in 
that  interval. 


IN  the  times  of  the  late  troubles, 
viz.  6.  Julii,  itf^o.  there  was 
an  order  made  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  touching  the  Sheriffs 
Firmes  and  the  Vicontiel  Rents  , 
which  becaufe  it  hath  fet  a  Rule  in 
this  Bufinefs,  which  to  this  day  is 
obferved,  I  fhall  here  tranfcribe 
verbatim, 


"  Whereas  the  Sheriffs  of  feveral 
Counties  of  England  fland  char- 
ged in  the  great  Roll  of  the  Pipe, 
and  have  fo  flood  charged  anci- 
ently with  divers  Summs  of  Mo- 

[*  ney 
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"  ney  in  grofs,  fub  nomine  Viceco- 

"  mitis,  under  the  feveral  Titles  of 

"  de  rem  Firm  Com"  poft  terras  da- 

"  tas  :  de  veteribus  Cfi  Comitatus. 

"  De  Firma  de  proficuo  Comitatus, 

C(  De  Cornagio.  De  Warda  Caflri. 
De  Firma  perprejiur  &•  efcaet. 
De  emerfis  Firmis.  De  minutis 
particulis.     Serjantia  de  tfis  Af- 

"  fart'  infra  diverjas  For  eft  as,  and 

"  the  like.     And  the  faid  Sheriffs 

"  yearly,  and  from  year  to  year, 

*f  have" been  and  ftill  are  comman- 

*  ded  by  the  Summons'  of  the  Pipe, 
"  to  levy  the  fame  as  heretofore  to 
"  theufe  of  the  Crown,  fo  now  to 
"  the  ufe  of  the  Common-wealth, 
"  without  expreiling  '  where  ,  of 
t(  whom,  for  what  caufe,  or  out  of 
ic  what  Lands  or  Tenements  the 
"  fame  are  particularly  to  be  levi- 
"  ed  by  the  faid  Sheriffs,  or  out  of 
"  what  particulars  the  faid  Summs 
"  in  grofs  do  fo  arife;  in  regard 
if  whereof,  and  that  it  hath  hercto- 
"  fore  appeared  in  the  time  of  King 

*  H.  8.  upon  complaint  of  the  She- 

«  riffs. 


u 
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"  rifls,  that  a  great  part  of  the  par- 
"  ticular  Rents  and  annual  Summs 
"  of  Money,  wherewith  the  faid 
"  Sheriffs  do  ftand  charged  upon 
"  their  Accompts  in  grofs,  had  been 
"  long  before  that  time  payable  by 
"  Monafteries,  Abbots,  Priors,  at- 
"  tainted  Perfons ,  and  the  like , 
7  whofe  Eftates  were  come  to  the 
ff  Crown,  and  fo  ought  to  be  dif- 
"  charged  by  unity  of  pofleflion ; 
"  and  yet  that  the  faid  Sheriffs  were 
"  ftill  charged  in  grofs  with  the 
fame,  to  their  great  burthen  and 
grievance;  it  was  in  the  34th 
year  of  the  faid  late  King  H*  8. 
enafted  by  Parliament  in  the 
cafe  of  thefe  Sheriffs,  and  of  all 
"  Sheriffs  for  the  time  to  come,- 
"  that  the  faid  Sheriffs  fliould  be 
charged  to  anfwer  upon  their  Ac- 
compts yearly  fuch  Rents  and 
Summs  of  Money  of  the  natures 
aforefaid  onely,  as  by  the  parti- 
cular Rentals  or  Vicontiels,  by 
them  to  be  yearly  delivered  ift 
upon  oath,  they  fliould  let  forth 

"  and 
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*  and  make  appear  to  be  by  them 
"  leviable ;  and  that  they  fhould 
be  difcharged  of  all  the  refidue 
which  they  upon  their  Oaths 
fliould  affirm  to  be  illeviable,  by 


a 

(C 
(C 

"  virtue  of  the  faid  Aft  of  Parlia- 
"  ment,  which  hath  been  fo  con- 

(C 

tc 
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tinued  accordingly,  ever  fince. 
Howbeit  the  Sheriffs  have  from 
time  to  time  complained ,  and 
ftill  complain  againft  the  writing 
K  forth  of  more  to  be  levied  and 
anfwered  by  them  upon  their  Ac- 
compts,  than  fuch  Rents  and 
Summs  of  Money  onely  as  ap- 
pears upon  the  oaths  of  their 
"  predeceflbrs,  Sheriffs,  to  be  le- 
"  viable;  and  that  the  reft,  ap- 
u  pearing  to  be  illeviable,  ought 
"  to  be  removed  out  of  their  laid 
u  annual  Roll ,  and  Commiffions 
u  thereupon  to  be  awarded  out  of 
"  the  Exchequer,  for  reviving  the 
fame  according  to  the  true  in- 
tention of  the  faid  Statute  of 
54  //  8.  which  the  now  Lord 
chief  Baron,  and  the  reft  of  the 

"  Barons, 
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"  Barons,  taking  into  their  ferious 
"  confideration,  and  being  willing 
"  and  defirous,  fo  far  forth  as  may 
"  Hand  with  the  prefervation  of 
"  the  due  rights  of  the  Common- 
"  wealth,  to  give  all  fitting  eafe 
"  and  fatisfa&ion  to  Sheriffs  there- 
**  in,  according  to  the  meaning  of 
"  the  faid  Statute  of  34/^  8.  and 
"  according  to  the  Statute  of  Rut- 
"  land,  10  Ed.  1.  whereby  it  is 
"  provided  that  nothing  fhall  be 
"  written  out  to  the  Sheriffs  but 
"  fuch  Firmes  and  Debts  whereof 
"  there  is  fome  hope  that  fome- 
"  thing  may  be  levied.  And  that 
"  all  dead  Firmes  and  defperate 
"  Debts  are  to  be  removed  from 
the  annual  or  great  Roll  into  the 
exannual  Roll ,  and  not  to  be 
written  forth  in  procefs  to  the 
Sheriff,  but  to  be  inquired  of 
to  fee  if  any  thing  may  be  revi- 
ved. Whereupon  the  faid  Lord 
chief  Baron  and  the  reft  of  the 
Barons,  calling  before  them  the 
'  Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  with  the  Se- 

"  conda- 
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condaries ,  and  the  reft  of  the 
fworn  Clerks  of  the  faid  Office  \ 
and  upon  debate  of  the  bufinefs, 
finding  it  to  be  a  work  of  great 
difficulty,  labour  and  care,  to 
examine  and  fet  forth  in  every 
County,  from  the  Originals  and 
Records  of  fuch  antiquity  to  be 
compared  with  later  times,  the 
particulars  which  are  from  hence- 
forth to  be  written  to  the  Sheriffs 
to  levy  in  certain.  And  fuch  as  are 
for  the  reafons  aforefaid  to  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  faid  annual  Roll 
have  neverthelefs  in  eafe  of  all 
Sheriffs  for  time  to  come ,  with 
refpeft  to  the  labour  and  care  of 
the  Officers  and  Clerks  to  be  by 
them  undergone  therein.  It  is 
this  day  ordered  that  the  Clerk 
of  the  Pipe,  the  Secondaries  and 
other  fworn  Clerks  of  the  faid 
Office  in  their  fcveral  alignments 
fhail  in  purfuance  of  the  faid 
Statute  of  Rutland^  and  the  faid 
Statute  of  34^.  8-  ufe  their  bell 
endeavour,  diligence  and  care, 

"  with 


with  as  much  convenient  fpeed 
as  a  work  of  fo  great  labour  and 
confequence  may  well  be  perfor- 
med ,  fully  to  explain  and  fet 
forth,  and  fhall  from  henceforth 
fully  explain  and  fet  forth,  in  the 
fubfequent  annual  Roll  of  this 
Court ,  fo  many  of  the  particu- 
lar Rents  as  they  find  out  and 
difcover  by  any  of  the  Remem- 
brances ,  Books ,  Vicontiels  of 
Sheriffs,  or  other  Records  of  this 
Court,  to  have  been,  and  which 
be  appertaining  to  the  making 
up  of  every  of  the  faid  Firmes  fo 
charged  in  grofs  Summs  as  afore- 
faid,  and  lhail  therein  diftinguhli 
which  and  how  much  of  thofe 
particular  Rents  have  been  and 
are  to  be  yearly  anfwered. 
"  And  fo  much  of  the  faid  Firmes 
as  cannot  be  explained  by  fetting 
forth  the  particulars ,  together 
with  the  particulars  fo  fet  forth 
and  explained,  which  have  been 
in  decay  and  unanfwered  by  the 
fpace  of  forty  years  laft  pad,  and 

"  which 
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*  which  are  become  illeviable,  fhall 
be  thereupon -removed  and  con- 
veyed out  of  the  faid  annual  Roll 
and  Sheriffs  Accompts  into  the 
"  exannual  Roll  of  this  Court. 
"  And  that  Commiflions  and  Pro- 
"  cefs  fhall  be  from  time  to  time  a- 
"  warded  to  regain  and  recover  the 
"  fame,  according  to  the  true  ifl- 
"  tention  of  the  faid  Statutes. 

This  Order  produced  thefe  Ef- 
fects. 

I.  Great  care  was  taken  to  col- 
lect and  fet  forth  the  obfcure  Rents, 
and  upon  what  they  were  charged. 

II.  The  particulars  of  thofe  Rents 
and  Vicontiels  that  made  up  the 
Sheriffs  Firmes  formerly,  of  Rema- 
nent9 Firme  pofl  terras  e/atas,  and 
De  Cremento  C  omit  at  us  ,  as  alfo 
thofe  Rents  that  were  charged  upon 
the  Sheriffs  in  grofs  Summs,  as  De 
diverfn  Fir  mis,  De  minutis  particH- 
lis  Serjantiarum ,    and  fuch  other 

charges 
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charges  in  grofs  were  wholly  left 
out  and  omitted. 

IV.  Inftead  thereof  fuch  parti- 
cular Rents  and  Vicontiels  as  made 
up  formerly  thefe  Firmes  and  grofs 
charges,  or  Money  of  them  as 
could  be  'difcovered  were  particu- 
larly written  out  in  the  Summons 
of  the  Pipe,  and  in  the  great  Roll 
firft  under  the  title  of  feveral  Hun- 
dreds, wherein  the  Bills  lay  that 
were  charged  or  had  any  Lands 
charged  within  them  with  thefe 
Vicontiels  and  the  feveral  Vills  un- 
der the  Titles  of  thefe  Hundreds , 
and  the  feveral  Lands  that  were 
charged  within  thofe  Vills,  as  far 
forth  as  could  be  difcovered. 

V.  Thofe  Vicontiels  that  were 
part  of  thofe  Firmes  or  grofs  char- 
ges, and  likewife  fuch  particular 
Rents  charged  formerly  in  the  an- 
nual Roll  in  particular,  which  had 
not  been  anfwered  in  forty  years 
before,  were  removed  out  of  the 

H  Summons 
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Summons  of  the  Pipe  and  great 
Roll  into  the  exannual  Roll  to  be 
put  in  procefs  as  they  could  be  dif- 
covered.  And  thus  the  form  of 
the  charge  which  had  continued  ever 
fince  10  E.  i.  as  to  the  Firmes  and 
grofs  Summs,  was  too  lately  chan- 
ged to  the  great  eafe  of  the  Sheriffs, 
of  the  Court  and  of  the  People, 
who  were  often  harafled  by  the 
Sheriffs  to  make  themfelves  favers, 
by  levying  thefe  obfcure  incertain 
and  illeviable  Summs.  And  all  this 
without  any  detriment  to  the  King 
who  indeed  before  had  an  appear- 
ance of  great  Firmes  and  Summs  ex- 
preffed  in  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe 
and  great  Roll,  which  yet  were 
fworn  off  too  little  by  the  She- 
riffs in  purfuance  of  the  Statute 
of  23  E.  6. 

VI.  But  befides  all  this,  the  Fir- 
ma  de  proficuo  Com  Hat  us  was  alfo 
wholly  laid  afide  and  put  out  of 
the  charge  of  the  Summons  of  the 
Pipe  and  the  great  Rolj.     It  is  true 

there 
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there  is  no  clear  warrant  for  put- 
ting the  Firme  out  of  charge  by 
that  order,  for  that  order  feems  to 
extend  onely  to  Rents  and  Viconti- 
els,  which  indeed  made  up  the  o- 
ther  in  Firmes  and  grofs  Summs 
charged  upon  the  Sheriffs.  But 
this  Firme  was  anfwered  for  the 
profits  of  Courts  and  other  cafu- 
al  perquifites,  and  not  in  refpecl: 
of  any  Vicontiel  or  annual  Rent. 
But  yet  for  all  that,  the  true  extent 
of  that  order  might  extend  to  put 
that  Firme  wholly  out  of  charge,fince 
it  is  apparent  that  the  profits  of  the 
Sheriffs  Courts  whether  Hundred- 
Courts,  County-Courts  or  time, 
do  fcarce  quit  the  charges  of  keep- 
ing them  at  this  day,  nor  for  a  long 
time  pad.  Neither  is  the  King  ae 
fallo  at  any  lofs  thereby,  for  though 
before  this  order  this  Firme  was  in- 
deed in  charge  and  carried  the  fhew 
of  fome  benefit  to  the  King,  yet  it 
was  wholly  fworn  off  by  the  She- 
riffs by  virtue  of  the  Statute  of  % 
and  3  £.  6. 

H  %         Onely 
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Onely  it  feems  reafonable  that 
though  the  Firm  a  de  proficuu  be 
put  out  of  charge  fo  that  the  She- 
riff ihould  not  be  compelled  to  an- 
fvver  a  Firme  to  that  which  yields 
Uttle  or  no  benefit,  yet  that  the  She- 
riff ihould  be  charged  to  accompt 
for  the  Froficua  Comitatus  as  Bayly 
or  Cufios  though  not  as  Firmor. 

And  that  therefore  there  fhould 
ftand  in  charge  upon  him  to  ac- 
compt de  Proficuu,  which  is  all  that 
I  can  find  confiderable  to  be  fup- 
plied  in  that  order,  or  in  the  pre- 
lent  methodizing  of  the  great  Roll 
in  relation  hereunto.  And  although 
this  order  was  made  in  the  late  time 
of  trouble,  yet  it  hath  obtained  and 
flood  in  force  unto  this  day. 

The  late  Aft  of  this  Parliament 
intituled  An  Act  for  the  preventing 
of  the  unnecejfary  delays  of  She- 
riffs, &c  hath  this  Claufe  futable 
to  the  faid  order,  viz. 

"  And  to  the  end  that  Sheriffs 

fc  pay  for  the  time  future  be  eafed 

i  "  of 


of  the  great  charge  and  trouble 
which  they  heretofore  have  been 
put  to  in  paffing  their  Accompts 
in  the  Exchequer.occafioned  part- 
ly in  regard  that  divers  Surams 
of  Money  have  ftood.  charged 
upon  them  in  grofs  without  ex- 
preffing  from  what  perfons,  or 
"  lor  what  caufe,  or  out  of  what 
"  Lands  and  Tenements  ,  the 
fame  are  particularly  to  be  le- 
vied ,  or  out  of  what  particu- 
lars the  faid  Summs  in  grofs  do 
arife,  whereby  it  cometh  to  pafs 
"  that  the  Sheriffs  do  Hill  ftand 
?  charged  in  grofs  with  divers 
Summs  of  Money  which  were 
heretofore  payable  by  Abbots , 
Priors,  Perfons  attainted,  and 
"  fuch  other  Perfons ,  whofe  £- 
"  ftates  are  fince  come  to  the 
"  Crown,  or  are  otherwife  dif- 
u  charged  or  illeviable.  And  part- 
fi  ly  by  the  Accompt  of  Seifures, 
"  or  foreign  Accompts,  and  by 
cc  exaction  of  undue  Fees  of  She- 
u  rifis  upon  their  oppofals.  But  k 
H  3  "is 
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"  is  ena&ed,  &c.  that  no  Sheriffs 
*  fliall  be  charged  in  accompt  to 
1  anfwer  any  illeviable  Secure, 
"  Firme,  Rent  or  Debt,  or  either 
"  Seifure,  Firme,  Rent,  Debt  or 
"  other  matter  or  thing  whatfoe- 
"  ver,  which  was  not  writ  in  pro- 
"  cefs  to  him  or  them  to  be  levied 
"  wherein,  the  perfons  of  whom , 
u  or  the  Lands  and  Tenements  out 
"  of  which,  together  with  the  caufe 
"  for  which  the  fame  fliall  be  folevi- 
"  ed  fhall  be  plainly  and  particu- 
"  larly  expreffed,  but  lhall  be  there- 
"  of  wholly  difcharged  without  Pe- 
tition, Plea  or  other  trouble  or 
charge  whatfoever. 


6( 


This  Aft  had  in  efle£t  difcharg- 
ed the  old  charges  in  grofs,  had  not 
this  bufinefs  been  beiore  fetled  by 
the  order  of  165-0.  But  by  that 
order  the  fame  thing  is  done  and 
much  more,  and  put  into  a  very 
good  order. 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  this 
intricate  Argument  touching   the 

Sheriffs 
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Sheriffs  Firmes.  And  the  occafion 
of  my  ftricT:  enquiry  into  it  was, 
a  difference  between  the  Auditors 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe :  upon 
the  whole  debate  whereof,  I  found 
onely  thefe  matters. 

1.  That,  in  truth,  the  great  oc- 
cafion of  complaint  was,  that  the 
Clerks  of  the  Pipe  ufed  different 
methods  of  accompting  from  the 
Auditors  of  the  Revenue,  the  not 
obfervance  whereof  occafioned  a 
miftaken  reprefentation  by  the  Au- 
ditors that  there  was  a  deceit  in 
their  Accompts,  whereas  it  appear- 
ed to  be  no  fuch  thing :  for  when 
both  accompted  their  feveral  ways, 
the  iflue  was  that  the  Accompts  a- 
greed  in  the  conclufion. 

2.  That  the  Firme  de  proficuo  Co- 
mitatus  was  put  out  of  charge  with- 
out  Warrant ,  and  it  was  thought 
by  the  Auditors,  a  great  and  confide- 
rable  lofs  to  the  Crown,  fuppofing 
that  the  Fees  for  execution  of  Pro- 

H  4  ccis 
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cefs  and  Writs  were  to  make  up 
that  Firme :  but  this  is  fufficiently 
unriddled  before. 

3.  That  there  was  an  allowance 
to  the  Sheriff  of  Bucks  of  a  conside- 
rable yearly  Summ,  ut  Apparatorz 
Comitatus  :  This  indeed  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  at  this  day,  the  rea- 
fon  thereof  ceafing  as  hath  been 
fliewed ;  and  therefore  from  hence- 
forth that  charge  is  to  be  difallow- 
ed,  but  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  not 
greatly  blamable  herein,  becaufe 
there  wras  an  order  of  the  Court 
in  the  Queens  time  for  making  that 
allowance :  But  the  reafon  where- 
upon that  order  was  made  was  a 
miftake  and  an  errour  in  the  Court 
not  in  the  Clerk  that  followed  the 
order. 

4.  That  there  is  no  accompt  gi- 
ven for  the  Firmes  of  Bayly  wicks 
as  was  anciently ;   which  indeed , 
,was  parcel  of  the  Projicuum  Comi- 
tatus%  as  hath  been  fliewed.    But 

the 


&6ctiffe3ccotttptiS*     io  j 

the  truth  is,  there  is  no  great  rea- 
fon  for  any  fuch  complaint,  the 
Firmes  of  Bayly  wicks  being  taken 
away  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  and 
levy  difufed  in  moft  places. 

$.  That  when  a  Sheriff*  is  in 
Surplufage  they  make  it  good  un- 
to him  out  of  any  other  debt  by 
the  Sheriff  himfelf ,  or  any  other 
Sheriff  of  the  fame  or  any  other 
County,  without  any  Warrant  from 
v  my  Lord  Treafurer  or  the  Court. 
And  befides  that,  the  other  Sheriff 
is  difcharged  upon  the  Roll  of  his 
Debt,  and  it  doth  not  appear  upon 
what  reafon.  And  indeed,  this  is 
a  thing  fit  to  be  reformed,  and  that 
fuch  allowances  be  not  made  without 
Warrant  from  the  Lord  Treafurer, 
or  Order  of  Court,  and  that  an  En- 
try or  Memorandum  thereof  be 
made  upon  the  Roll  of  the  Pebts  fo 
difcharged.  But  yet,  the  truth  is,  this 
manner  of  allowance  hath  been  a 
long  time  ufed,  and  it  is  no  novelty  or 
late  attempt;neither  is  there  any  great 

damage 
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damage  to  the  King  by  it,  for  it  is 
but  the  payment  of  one  real  Debt 
with  another.  But  howfoever,  this 
is  fit  to  be  reformed  by  order  of 
the  Court  that  the  Sheriffs  deliver 
not  in  the  Roll  of  the  Vicontiel  as 
is  required  by  the  Statute.  And  it 
is  true,  he  ought  to  doe  it  or  ihould 
be  fworn  thereunto.  But  the  ne- 
ceflity  is  not  now  fo  great,  becaufe 
the  particular  Rents  are  now  char- 
ged upon  the  great  Roll  by  virtue 
of  the  order  of  1 6 so,  which  doth  in 
a  great  meafure  fupply  that  defect, 
and  yet  the  delivery  in  of  the  Vicon- 
tiel Roll  may  be  fit  to  be  revived. 

The  mod  of  the  reft  of  the 
complaints  were  touching  particu- 
lars mifcharged ,  or  not  charged  , 
but  the  Errours  were  rather  in  the 
Complainers  than  in  the  Pipe,  and 
for  want  of  a  clear  underftanding 
of  thofe  intricate  and  obfcure  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Pipe.  And  upon 
a  full  fearch  of  the  particulars,  I 
find  the  Clerks  of  the  Pipe  gave 
very  clear  fatisfaction  therein. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  whole  matter  of  thefe 
Accompts,  I  do  obferve  thefe 
Two  or  Three  Obfervables. 

I.  That  the  inconvenience  of  re- 
taining the  old  formalities  of  pro- 
ceedings, the  feme  terms  and  words, 
and  very  fame  mood  of  all  things 
in  Accompts,  when  the  nature  of 
things  and  times  requires  a  change, 
and  accommodation  of  new  forms 
or  expreffions  as  a  piece  of  hurtfull 
fuperilition  ;  therefore,  although 
the  change  of  forms  of  this  nature 
is  not  to  be  done  raflily  and  preci- 
pitantly,  yet  when  the  exigence  of 
things  requires  it,  there  muft  be  an 
accommodation  to  the  prefent  ufe, 
underftanding  and  exigence  of  af- 
fairs. 

And  hence  it  is  that  the  Ac- 
compts of  the  Auditors  of  the  Re- 
venue are  more  eafily  intelligible  as 
being  framed  to  the  ufe  and  exi- 
gence of  the  times;  but  the  Ac- 
compts of  the  Pipe  more  myfterious 

and 
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and  perplexed ,  to  perfons  unac- 
quainted with  them,  for  till  10  E.  1. 
they  kept  in  all  things  the  precife 
form  of  writing  their  great  Roll , 
as  had  been  ufed  in  King  Stephens 
time.  And  the  fame  form  they 
kept  untill  1650,  abating  the  alte- 
rations made  in  10  E.  1.  not  with- 
out great  inconvenience  to  the 
King  s  people  and  Sheriffs. 

II.  That  thefe  fmall  Rents  and 
Vicontiels  would  be  with  much 
more  advantage  to  the  King,  and 
be  fold  off  to  the  feveral  Perfons 
andTownfhips  chargable  therewith, 
than  be  kept  in  method  of  collecti- 
on ,  as  now  they  are ,  unlefs  fome 
more  ready  collecting  of  them  by 
the  Receivers  could  be  thought  up- 
on, provided  the  Money  anfing  by 
fale  be  kid  out  prefently  in  more 
certain  Revenue  :  For,  1.  They  are 
in  refpeft  of  their  fmallnefs,  and 
difperfednefs  ,  and  uncertainty  of 
charge  and  manner  of  collecting 
very  fubject  to  be  loft,  as  they 

have 
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have  been  commonly  from  time  to 
time.     2.  The  charge  of  colle&ing 
and  accompting  for  them  by  the 
Sheriff  is  very  great,  and  the  trouble 
and  charge  to  the  people  very  much 
more.    3.  The  coft  and  trouble  to 
the  King  in  refpect  of  Officers  wri- 
ting and  other  matters  relating  there- 
unto, might  be  well  retrenched  there- 
by.   And  yet  when  all  is  done,  it 
brings  a  great  trouble,  and  makes  a 
great  noife  as  if  it  were  a  Revenue  of 
great  moment,  and  yet  by  that  time 
the  Sheriffs  have  done  fwearing  of 
particulars  as  illeviable,  or  that  they 
know  not  where  to  charge  it,  it  be- 
comes a  very  pitifull  inconfiderable 
bufinefs,  and  fcarce  anfwering  the 
charge  of  the  collecting,  accompting 
and  anfwering  it.     For  it  muft  be 
obferved  that  although  by  the  order 
of  1650,  the  charge  is  more  cer- 
tain than  formerly,  yet  the  SherifF 
hath  ftill  by  the  Law  the  benefit  of 
the  Statute  of  z  and  3  E.  6.  even  as 
to  thofe  afcertained  Rents,  and  if  he 
cannot  find  them  he  is,  and  ought 
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to  be  difcharged  upon  his  oath  there- 
of. And  accordingly  is  daily  dif- 
charged of  many  of  thofe  Rents 
though  rendred  much  more  certain 
by  that  order,  and  the  pains  and 
method  of  the  Charge  and  Accompt* 
ufed  in  purfuance  hereof.  Whereby 
in  procefs  of  time,  many,  even  of 
thefe  Rents  particularly  charged  by 
virtue  of  that  order,  will  be  fuccef- 
fively  loft. 

Sedde  his  cure  fit  Super  iores. 
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TO    THE 

READER 

i 

Tffis  Tryal  of  Witches  hath 
lain  a  long  time  in  a  pri- 
vate Gentleman's  hands  in 
the  Country,  it  being  given  to  him  by 
the  Terfon  that  took  it  in  the  Court 
for  his  own  fatisfacl'um ;  but  it  came 
lately  to  my  hands,  andhaVingperufed 
it,  1  found  it  a  Very  remarkable  things 
And  fit  to  be  Tublip/d^  efpecially  in 
theje  times,  nvherein  tlrings  of  this  na- 
ture arefo  much  controverted,  and  that 
by  perfons  of  much  Learning  on  both 
fides*  I  thought  thatfo  exatt  a  (Rela- 
tion of  this  Tryal  Vtould  probably  give 
more  fatis faction  to  a  great  many  per- 
fons,  by  reafon  that  it  is  pure  Matter 
of  Faff,  and  that  evidently  Demon-* 
firated ;    than  the  Arguments  and 

%eafons 
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%tafons  of  other  Very  Learned  Men% 
that  probably  may  not  be  fo  IntelligL 
lie  to  all  Readers;  efpeciallyy  this  be- 
ing hid  before  a  Judge  ^Dohom  for  his 
Integrity y  Learning^  and  Lawy  hardly 
any  Agey  either  before  orjince  could 
pm'allel  $  who  not  only  took  a  great 
deal  of  paines,  and  fpent  much  time 
in  this  Tryal  himfetf;  but  had  the 
Affi fiance  and  Opinion  of  federal  other 
Very  Eminent  and  Learned  Terjbm : 
So  that  this  being  the  mofl  perfeEl 
Narrative  of  any  thing  of  this  Na- 
ture hitherto  Extant ,  made  me  tin- 
willing  to  deprive  the  World  of  the 
Benefit  ef  it;  which  is  the  fole  Mo- 
tive that  induced  me  to  TubliJJ?  it. 

FareweL 
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rAt  the  Ajfiz.es  and  General  Gaol- delivery-,  heid 
at  Bury  St.  Edmonds /flrffo  County  of  Suf- 
folk,^ Tenth  day  of  March,*.??  the  Sixteenth 
Tear  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 
Charles  II.  before  Matthew  Hale  Knight  ^^ 
Lord  Chief  Baron  of  His  Afajefties  Court  of 
Exchequer-,  Role  Cullender  and  Amy 
-  Duny  ,  Widows ,  both  of  Leyftoff  in  the 
County  aforefaid,  were  fever  ally  indited  for 
Bewitching  Elizabeth  and  Ann  Durent  Jane 
Bocking,  Sufan  ChandIer,William  Durent, 
Elizabeth  ^Deborah  Pacey  :  And the J aid 
Cullender  and  Duny,  being  arraigned  up  on 
the  [aid  Indictments^  pleaded  Not  Guilty  : 
Andafterwardsy  upon  a  long  Svidence,  were 
found  Guilty,  and  thereupon  had  Judgment 
to  dye  for  the  fame. 

The  Evidence  whereupon  thefe  Perfons 
were  convicted  of  Witchcraft,  ft  mis 
upon  divers  particular  Circumftancesa 

I    rTPiHree  °^   r^   Parties 
above-named  y  viz. 

Anne  Vurent  5    Sufan 
B  Chandler 
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Chandler,  and  Elizabeth  Facy  were 
brought  to  Bury  to  the  Affizes  and 
were  in  a  reafonable  good  condi- 
tion :  But  that  Morning  they 
came  into  the  Hall  to  give  In. 
ftru&ions  for  the  drawing  of  their 
Bills  of  Indi&ments,  the  Three 
Perfons  fell  into  ftrange  and  vio- 
lent fits,  fcreeking  out  in  a  moft 
fad  manner, fo  that  they  could  not 
In  any  wife  give  any  lnftru&ions 
in  the  Court  who  were  the  Caufe 
of  their  Diftemper.  And  although 
they  did  after  fome  certain  fpace 
recover  out  of  their  fits,  yet  they 
were  every  one  ot  them  ftruck 
Dumb  ,  fo  that  none  of  them 
could  fpeak  neither  at  that  time, 
nor  during  the  Affizes  until 
the  Conviction  of  the  fuppofed 
Witches. 

As  concerning  William  Vurent, 
being  an  Infant^  his  Mother  Do- 
rothy 
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rotby  Durent  fworn  and  examined 
'depofed  in  open  Court,  That 
about  the  Tenth  of  March;  Nono 
Caroli  Secundifoe  having  a  fpecial 
occafion  to  go  from  home,  and 
having  none  in  her  Hotife  to  take 
care  of  her  faid  Child  ( ic  then 
fucking)  defired  Amy  Duny  her 
Neighbour,  to  look  to  her  Child 
during  her  abfenee ,  for  which 
fhe  promifed  her  to  give  her  a 
Penny  :  but  the  faid  Dorothy  Du- 
rent  defired  the  faid  Amy  not  to 
Suckle  her  Child,  and  laid  a  great 
charge  upon  her  not  to  do  it.  Up- 
on which  it  was  asked  by  the 
Court,  why  (he  did  give  that  di- 
re£tion3fhe  being  an  old  Woman 
and  not  capable  of  giving  Suck  I 
It  was  anfwered  by  the  faid  ©0- 
rothy  Durent,  that  fhe  very  well 
knew  that  fhe  did  i/ot  give  Suck, 
but  that  for  fome  years  before, 
.   B  1  fhe 
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fhe  had  gone  under  the  Reputa- 
tion of  a  Witch y  which  was  one 
eaufe  made  her  give  her  the  cau- 
tion :  Another  was,  That  it  was 
cuftomary  with  old  Women,  that 
if  they  did  look  after  a  fucking 
Child,  and  nothing  would  pleafe 
it  but  the  Breaft,  they  did  ufe  to 
pleafe  the  Child  to  give  it  the 
Breaft,and  it  did  pleafe  the  Child, 
but  it  fucked  nothing  but  Wind, 
which  did  the  Child  hurt.  Ne- 
verthelefs  after  the  departure  of 
this  Deponent,  the  faid  Amy  did 
Suckle  the  Child  :  And  after 
the  return  of  the  faid  Dorothy  the 
faid  Amy  did  acquaint  her,  That 
jhe  had  given  Suck  to  the  Child  con- 
traiy  to  her  command.  Where- 
upon the  Deponent  was  very  an- 
gry with  the  faid  Amy  for  the 
lame ;  at  which  the  faid  Amy  was 
much  difcontented,  and  ufed  ma- 
s' 
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ny  high  Expreflions  and  Threat- 
ening Speeches  towards  her  5  tel- 
ling her,  That  [he  had  as  good  to 
have  done  otherwife  than  to  have  found 
fault  with  her,  and  fo  departed  out  of 
her  Houfe :  And  that  very  Night 
her  Son  fell  into  ftrange  fits  of 
fwounding,  and  was  held  in  fiich 
terrible  manner ,  that  flie  was 
much  affrighted  therewith^  and 
fo  continued  for  divers  weeks, 
And  the  faid  Examinant  farther 
faid,  that  £he  being  exceedingly 
troubled  at  her  Childs  Diftem- 
per ,  did  go  to  a  certain  Perfon 
named  Doftor  Jacob,  who  lived 
at  Yarmouth,  who  had  the  repu- 
tation in  the  Country,  to  help 
children  that  were  Bewitch'd  ; 
who  advis'd  her  to  hang  up  the 
Childs  Blanket  in  the  Chimney- 
corner  all  day,  and  at  night  when 
(he  put  the  Child  to  Bed,  to  put 

B  5  it . 
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k  into  the  (aid  blanket,  and  if  (he 
found  any  thing  in  it^  (he  fhould 
not  be  afraid,  but  to  throw  it  in- 
to the  Fire.    And  this  Deponent 
did  according  to  his  diredion  • 
and  at  night  when  {he  took  down 
the  Blanket  with  an  intent  to  put 
her  Child  therein,  there  fell  out 
of  the  fame  a  great  Toad,  which 
ran  up  and  down  the  hearth  and 
fhe  having  a  young  youth  only 
with  her  in  the  Houfe,  defired 
him  to  catch  the  Tpad,and  throw 
it  into  the  Fire,  which  the  youth 
did  accordingly^  and  held  it  there 
with  the  Tongs,    and  as  Toon 
as  it  was  in  the  Fire  it  made  a 
great  and  horrible  Noife,  and  af- 
ter a  fpace  there  was  a  flafliing 
in    the   Fire  like  Gun-powder 
nuking  a  noife  like  the  difcharge 
of  a  Piftol 9  and  thereupon  the 
Toad  was  no  more  feen   nor 

heard. 


A  Trj/al  of  Witches,     7 

heard.  It  was  asked  by  the  Court, 
'  if  that  after  the  noife  and  fUfliing, 
there  was  not  the  Subftance  of 
the  Toad  to  be  feen  to  confume 
in  the  fire  ?  And  it  was  anfwered 
by  the  faid  Dorothy  Durentfkzt  af- 
ter the  flashing  and  noife5  there 
was  no  more  feen  than  if  there 
had  been  none  there.  The  next 
day  there  came  a  young  Woman 
a  Kinfwoman  of  the  faid  Amy^vA 
a  neighbour  of  this  Deponent3and 
told  this  Deponent,  that  her  Aunt 
(  meaning  the  faid  Amy  )  was  in 
a  mod  lamentable  condition  ha- 
ving her  face  all  fcorched  with 
fire^and  that  fhe  was  fitting  alone 
in  her  Houfe,  in  her  fmock  with- 
out any  fire.  And  thereupon 
this  Deponent  went  into  the 
Houfe  of  the  faid  Amy  Duny  to 
fee  her3and  found  her  in  the  fame 
condition  as  was  related  to  her* 
B  4  for 
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for  her  Face  ?    her  Leggs  y  and 
Thighs,    which  this    Deponent' 
faw,  Teemed  very  much  fcorched 
and  burnt  with  Fire  i    at  which 
this  Deponent  feemed  much  to 
wonder.      And  asked  the   faid 
Amy  how  file  came  into  that  fad 
condition  ?  and  the  faid   Amy  re- 
plied, flie  might  thank  her  for  it 
for  that  (he  thisDeponent  was  the 
caufe  thereof  but  that  flie  fliould 
live  to  fee  fome  of  her  Children 
dead  j  and  Abe  upon  Crutches. 
And  this  Deponent  farther  faith, 
that  after  the  burning  of  the  faid 
Toad,  her  Child  recovered,  and 
was  well  again,  and  was  living 
at  the  time  of  the  Affizes.     And 
this  Deponent  farther  faith,  That 
about  the  6th.  ofMarcbyi  ic-Car.2. 
her  Daughter  Elizabeth  Durent.be- 
ing  about  the  Age  of  Ten  Years, 
was  taken  in  like  manner  as  her 

firft 
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firft  Child  was ,  and  in  her  fits 
'  complained  much  of  Amy  Duny, 
and  faid,  That  flie  did  appear  to 
her,  and  Afflift  her  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  the  former.  And  fhe  this 
Deponent  going  to  the  Apothe- 
caries for  fome  thing  for  her  faid 
Child ,  when  flie  did  return  to 
her  own  Houfe ,  (lie  found  the 
faid  Amy  Duny  there,  and  asked 
her  what  flie  did  do  there  ?  and 
her  anfwer  was,  That  /7?e  came 
to  Jee  her  Child,  and  to  give  it  fome 
water.  But  flie  this  Deponent 
was  very  angry  with  her,  and 
thruft:  her  forth  of  her  doors,  and 
when  flie  was  out  of  doors5  flie 
faid.  You  need  not  he  fo  angry \  for 
your  Child  lo'xU  not  live  long :  and 
this  was  on  a  Saturday  -  and  the 
Child  dyed  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing. The  cauie  of  whofe 
Death  this  Deponent  verily  be=, 

lieveth 
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lievcth  was  occafion'd  by  the 
Witchcraft  of  the  faid  Amy  Duny : 
for  that  the  faid  Amy  hath  been 
long  reputed  to  be  a  Witch,  and 
a  perfon  of  very  evil  behaviour, 
whofe  Kindred  and  Relations 
have  been  many  of  them  accufed 
for  Witchcraft,  and  fome  of  them 
have  been  Condemned. 

The   faid  Deponent   further 
faich,that  not  long  after  the  death 
of  her  Daughter  Elizabeth  Du- 
rentfoe  this  Deponent  was  taken 
with  a   Lamenefs  in   both  her 
Leggs ;  from  the  knees  down- 
ward, that  (he  was  fain  to  go  up- 
on Cruches,  and  that  flie  had  no 
other  u(e  of  them  but  only  to 
bear  a  little  upon  them  till  fhe 
did  remove  her  Crutches,  and  fo 
continued  till  the  time  of  the  AflL 
£es,that  the  Witch  came  to  be  Try- 
ed,    and  was  there  upon    her 

Churches^ 


A  Tryal  of  Witches,     i  j 

Crutches  •  the  Court  asked  her^ 
'That  at  the  time  Jhe  Tom  taken  with 
this  Lamenefs,  if  it  Tbere  Itfli  her 
according  to  the  Cuflom  of  Women  ? 
Her  Anfwer  was,  that  it  was  (b 
and  that  (he  never  had  any  flop- 
pages  of  thpfe  things,  but  when 
flie  was  with  Child. 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  her 
Evidence  to  this  Indi&ment. 

There  was  one  thing  very  re- 
markable5that  after  fhe  had  gone 
qppn  Crutches  for  upwards  of 
Three  Years,  and  went  upon 
them  at  the  time  of  the  Affizes 
in  the  Court  when  flie  gave  her 
Evidence^  and  upon  the  Juries 
bringing  in  their  Verdidfc }  by 
which  the  faid  Amy  Duny  was 
found  Guilty,  to  the  "great  admi- 
ration of  all  Perfbns,  thefai,l2)^ 
rothy  Durent  was  reftored  to  the 
u(e  of  her  Limbs^and  went  home 

with- 
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without  making  u(e  of  her  Cruu 
ches. 

II.  As  concerning  Elizabeth  and 
Deborah  Tacy,  the  firft  of  the  Age 
of  Eleven  Years^  the  other  of  the 
age    of  Nine  Years  or   there- 
abouts :  as  to  the  Elder,  fhe  was 
brought  into  the  Court  at   the 
time  of  the  Inftrudtions  given  to 
draw  up  the  Indictments,  and 
afterwards  at  the  time  of  Tryal  of 
the  faid  Prifoners,  but  could  not 
Ipeak  one  Word  all  the  time,  and 
for  the  moft  part  fhe  remained  as 
one  wholly  lenfelefs  as  one  in  a 
deep  Sleep,  and  could  move  no 
part  of  her  body,  and  all  the  Mo- 
tion of  Life  that  appeared  in  her 
was,  that  as  (lie  lay  upon  Cuflii- 
ons  in  the  Court  upon  her  back^ 
her   ftomack   and  belly  by    the 
drawing  of  her  breath,    would 

arife 
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arife  to  a  great  height :  and  af- 
ter the  faid  Eli^abetl?  had  lain  a 
long  time  on  the  Table  in  the 
Court,  flie  came  a  little  to  her 
felf  and  fate  up,  but  could  neither 
fee  nor  fpeak,  but  was  fenfible  of 
what  was  faid  to  her,  and  after  a 
while  fhe  laid  her  Head  on  the 
Bar  of  the  Court  with  a  Cufhi- 
on  under  it,  and  her  hand  and 
her  Apron  upon  that,  and  there 
{he  lay  a  good  fpace  of  time; 
and  by  the  direction  of  the  Judg, 
4my  i)uny  was  privately  brought 
to  Elizabeth  Facy,  and  {he  touch- 
ed her    hand ;     whereupon  the 
Child  without  fo  much  as  feeing 
her,  for  her  Eyes  were  clofed  all 
the  while,  fuddenly  leaped  up, 
and    catched   Amy  Duny  by  the 
hand,  and  afterwards  by  the  face  • 
and  with  her  Nails  fcratched  her 
Blood  came,  and  would  by 

no 
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no  means  leave  her  till  (lie  was 
taken  from  her,  and  afterwards 
the  Child  would  ftill  be  p'refc 
fing  towards  her  y  and  ma- 
king figns  of  Anger  conceived 
againft  her. 

Qeborah  the  younger  Daugh- 
ter was  held  in  fuch  extream 
manner,  that  her  Parents  wholly 
defpaired  of  her  life ,  and  there- 
fore could  not  bring  her  to  the 
Affizes, 


The 
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The  Evidence  which  was  given 
concerning  thefe  Tlpo  Children 
wm  to  this  Ejfett. 

SAmml  <Pacy  a  Merchant  o£Ley- 
y?oj(f  aforefaid,  (a  man  who 
carried  himfelf  with  much  fober- 
nefs  during  the  Tryal  y  from 
whom  proceeded  no  words  ei- 
ther of  Paffion  or  Malice,  though 
his  Children  were  fo  greatly 
Affli&ed,)  Sworn  and  Examined^ 
Depofeth,  That  his  younger 
Daughter  Deborah,  upon  Thursday 
the  Tenth  of  OElober  lad,  was 
fuddenly  taken  with  a  Lamenefs 
in  her  Leggs,  fo  that  fhe  could 
not  ftand5  neither  had  fhe  any 
ftrength  in  her  Limbs  to  fupporc 
her?  and  fo  fhe  continued  until 
the  Seventeenth  day  of  the  fame 

Month. 
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Month,  which  day  being  fair  and 
Sunfliiny,  the  Child  defired  tobe( 
carryed  on  the  Eaft  part  of  the 
Houle,  to  be  fee  upon  the  Bank 
which  looketh  upon  the  Sea5 
and  whiPft  (lie  was  fitting  there, 
Amy  Vuny  came  to  this  Deponents 
Houfe  to  buy  fome  Herrings,  but 
being  denyed  fhe  went  away 
difcontented ,  and  prefently  re- 
turned again,  and  was  denyed, 
and  likwife  the  third  time  and 
was  denyed  as  at  firft;  and  at 
her  laft  going  away,  fiie  went 
away  grumbling ;  but  what  fhe 
laid  was  not  perfectly  under- 
ftood.  But  at  the  very  fame  in- 
ftant  of  time,  the  laid  Child 
was  taken  with  mod  violent  fits, 
feeling  moft  extream  pain  in  her 
Stomach,  like  the  pricking  of 
Pins,  and  Shreeking  out  in  a  moft 
dreadful   manner   like   unto   a 

Whelp, 
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Whelp,  and  not  like  unco  a  fenfi- 
ble  Creature.  Arid  in  this  extre- 
mity the  Child  continued  to  the 
great  grief  of  the  Parents  until 
the  Thirtieth  of  the  fame  Month. 
During  this  time  this  Deponent 
fent  for  one  Dr.  Feasor y  a  Do&or 
of  Phyfick,to  take  his  advice  con- 
cerninghis  Chilcls  Diitemper;  the 
Dodtor  being  come,  he  fa  w  the 
Child  in  thole  fics)  but  could  not 
conjecture  (  as  he  then  told  this 
Deponent,and  afterwards  affirm- 
ed in  open  Court,  at  this  Tryal) 
what  might  be  the  caule  of  the 
Cliilds  Affliction.  And  this  De-> 
ponent  farther  faith5  That  by  rea^ 
ton  of  the  circumftances  aforefaid, 
and  in  regard  Amy  Vuny  is  a  Wo- 
man of  an  ill  Fame,&  commonly 
reported  to  be  a  Witch  &  Sorcercjsy 
and  for  that  the  faid  Child  in  her 
fits  would  cry  out  of  Amy  Vuny  as 
C  the 
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the  caufe  of  her  Malady,  and  that 
(he  did  affright  her  with  Appari- 
tions of  her  Perfon  (  as  the  Child 
in  the  intervals  of  her  fits  related) 
he  this  Deponent  did  fufpeft  the 
faid  Amy  T)uny  for  a  Witch,  and 
charged  her  with  the  injury  and 
wrong  to  his  Child^  and  caufed 
her  to  be  fet  in  the  Stocks  on  the 
Twenty  eighth  of  the  fame  Ofio- 
her  :  and  during  the  time  of  her 
continuance  there,  one  Alice  L^t^ 
teridge  and  Jane  Buxton  demand- 
ing of  her  (as  they  alfo  affirmed  in 
Court  upon  their  Oathes)  what 
fhould  be  the  reafon  of  Mr,  <Pa- 
cy's  Childs  Diftemper  ?  telling 
her.  That  {he  was  fufpeited  to  be 
the  caufe  thereof-  {he  replyed 
Mr.  Pacy  keeps  a  great  flir  about 
his  Childy  but  let  him  flay  until  he 
hath  done  as  much  by  his  Children,  as 
1  have  done  by  mine*     And  being 

further 
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further  examined,  what  flie  had 
done  to  her  Children  ?  She  an- 
fwered  ,  That  jlie  had  been  fain  to 
open  her  Child's  Mouth  with  a  Tap  to 
give  it  ViSluals. 

And  the  faid  Deponent  further 
depofeth^  That  within  two  days 
after  fpeaking  of  the  faid  words 
being  the  Thirtieth  of  October •,  the 
eldeft  Daughter  Elizabeth  fell  into 
extream  fits,  infomuch,  that  they 
could  not  open  her  Mouth  to 
give  her  breath,  to  preferve  her 
Life  without  the  help  of  a  Tap 
which  they  were  enforced  to  ufe ; 
and  the  younger  Child  was  in  the 
like  manner  Afflifted^fo  that  they 
ufed  the  fame  alfo  for  her  Re- 
lief. 

And  further  the  faid  Children 
being  grievoufly  affli&ed  would 
feverally  complain  in  their  ex- 
tremity, and  alfo  in  the  intervals, 
C  2  Thac 
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That  Amy  Duny  ( together  with 
one  other  Woman  whole  perfon 
and  Cloathes  they  defcribed)  did 
thus  Affli(5t  them,  their  Appariti- 
ons appearing  before  them  to 
their  great  terrour  and  affright- 
ment:  And  fometimes  they 
would  cry  out,  faying,  There  fiands 
Amy  Duny,  and  there  Rofe  Cul- 
lender ;  the  other  Perfon  trou- 
bling them. 

Their  fits  were  various,  fome- 
times they  would  be  lame  on  one 
fide  of  their  Bodies  ?  fometimes 
on  the  other  :  fometimes  a  fore- 
nefs  over  their  whole  Bodies  fo 
as  they  could  endure  none  to 
touch  them :  at  other  times  they 
would  be  reftored  to  the  perfect 
ufe  of  their  Limbs,  and  deprived 
of  their  Hearing  ,•  at  other  times 
of  their  Sight,  at  other  times  of 
their  Speech j  fometimes  by  the 

fpace 
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ipace  of  one  day,  fomecimes  for 
two  1  and  once  they  were  whol- 
ly deprived  of  their  Speech  for 
Eight  days  together,  and  then  re- 
ftored  to  their  Speech  again.  At 
other  times  fliey  would  fall  into 
Swounings,  and  upon  the  reco- 
very to  their  Speech  they  would 
Cough  extreamly,  and  bring  up 
much  Flegme,  and  with  the  fame 
crooked  Pins ,  and  one  time  a 
Two-penny  Nail  with  a  very 
broad  head,  which  Pins  (amount- 
ing to  Forty  or  more)  together 
with  the  Two-penny  Nail  were 
produced  in  Court,  with  the 
affirmation  of  the  faid  Deponent, 
that  he  was  prefent  when  the  faid 
Nail  was  Vomited  up,  and  alfo 
mod:  of  the  Pins,  Commonly 
at  the  end  of  every  fit  they  would 
caft  up  a  Pin,and  fometimes  they 
would  have  four  or  five  £t$  in 
one  day,  In 


22     A  Tryal  of  Witches. 

In  this  manner  the  faid  Chil- 
dren continued  with  this  Depo- 
nent for  the  fpace  of  two  Months, 
during  which  time  in  their  Inter- 
vals this  Deponent  would  caufe 
them  to  Read  fomef  Chapters  in 
the  Nirfc  Teftament.  Whereupon 
this  Deponent  feveral  times  ob- 
ferved,  that  they  would  read  till 
they  came  to  the  Name  of  Lord, 
or  Jeflis,  or  Chrift  ;  and  then  be- 
fore they  could  pronounce  either 
of  the  laid  Words  they  would 
fuddenly  fall  into  their  fits.  But 
when  they  came  to  the  Name  of 
Satan,  or  Devil,  they  would  clap 
their  Fingers  upon  the  Book,  cry- 
i hp  out.  This  bites,  but  makes  me 
[peak  right  well. 

At  fuch  time  as  they  be  reco- 
vered out  of  their  fits  (occafion'd 
as  this  Deponent  conceives  upon 
their  naming  oi  Lord,or  Jefus,or 

Chrift,) 
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Chrift,)  this  Deponent  hath  de- 
!  manded  of  them,  what  is  the 
caufe  they  cannot  pronounce 
thofe  words,  They  reply  and  fay, 
That  Amy  Duny  faith y  Imuji  not 
nfe  that  name* 

And  farther,  the  faid  Children 
after  their  fits  were  paft,  would 
tell,  how  that  Amy  'Duny,  and 
Q(pfe  Cullender  would  appear  be- 
fore them,  holding  their  Fifts  at 
them,  threatning,  That  if  they  re- 
lated either  lohat  they  faw  or  heard, 
that  they  would  Torment  them  Ten 
times  more  than  eyer  they  did  be- 
fore* 

In  their  fits  they  would  cry  out, 
There  flands  Amy  Duny,  or  Rofe 
Cullender  •  and  fometimes  in  one 
place  and  fometimes  in  another, 
running  with  great  violence  to 
the  place  where  they  fancied 
them  to  ftand,  ftriking  at  them  as 
C  4  if 


I 


24     A  Try  al  of  Witches. 

if  they  were  prefent  •  they  would 
appear  to  them  fometimes  fpin-, 
ning,  and  fometimes  reeling,  or 
in   other  pollutes,  deriding    or 
threatning  them. 

And  this  Deponent  farther 
faith,  That  his  Children  being 
thus  Tormented  by  all  the  fpace 
aforefaid3  and  finding  no  hopes 
of  amendment,  he  fent  them  to 
his  Sifters  Houfe  3  one  Margaret 
Arnold,  who  lived  at  Yarmouth ,  to 
make  tryal,  whether  the  change 
of  the  Air  might  do  them  any 
good.  And  how,  and  in  what 
manner  they  were  afterwards 
held  5  he  this  Deponent  refers 
himfelf  to  the  Teftimony  of  his 
faid  Sifter. 

Margaret  Arnold^   Sworn  and 
Examined,  faith,    That  the  faid 
Elizabeth  and  Deborah  <Pacy  came 
to  her  Houfe  abput  the  Thirti- 
eth 
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eth  of  November  laft,  her  Brother 
acquainted  her,  that  he  thoaght 
they  were  Bewitch'd  ,  for  that 
they  vomited  Pins ;  and  farther 
Informed  her  of  the  feveral  pafla- 
ges  which  occurred  at  his  own 
Houfe.  This  Deponent  faid, 
that  {lie  gave  no  credit  to  that 
which  was  related  to  her,  con- 
ceiving poflibly  the  Children 
might  u(e  fbme  deceit  in  putting 
Pins  in  their  mouths  themlelves. 
Wherefore  this  Deponent  unpin- 
ned all  their  Cloathes,  and  left 
not  fo  much  as  one  Pin  upon 
them,  but  fewed  all  the  Clothes 
they  wore,  inftead  of  pinning  of 
them.  But  this  Deponent  faith, 
that  notwithftanding  all  this  care 
and  circumfpe&ion  of  hers,  the 
Children  afterwards  raifed  at  fe- 
veral times  at  leaft  Thirty  Pins  in 
lier  prefence,  and  had  moft  fierce 

and 
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and  violent    Fitts    upon   them. 

The  Children  would  in  their 
Fitts  cry  out  againft  ^ofe  Cullen- 
der  and  Amy  T>unyy  affirming  that 
they  faw  them ;  and  they  threat- 
ned  to  Torment  them  Ten  times 
more5if  they  complained  of  them. 
At  fome  times  the  Children 
(only)  would  fee  things  run  up 
and  down  the  Houfe  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  Mice  5  and  one  of 
them  fuddainly  fnapt  one  with 
the  Tongs,  and  threw  it  into 
the  fire5  and  it  fcreeched  out  like 
a  Rat. 

At  another  time,  the  younger 
Child  being  out  of  her  Fitts  went 
out  of  Doors  to  take  a  little  frefii 
Air,  and  prefently  a  little  thing 
like  a  Bee  flew  upon  her  Face3 
and  would  have  gone  into  her 
Mouth,  whereupon  the  Child 
ran  in  all  hafte  to  the  door  to  get 

into 
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into  the  Houfe  again,  fcreeking 
out  in  a  moil  terrible  manner ; 
whereupon,  this  Deponent  made 
hafte  tc  come  to  her,  but  before 
flie  could  get  to  her,  the  Child 
fell  into  her  fwooning  Fitt,  and 
at  laft  with  much  pain  {training 
herfelf,  fhe  vomited  up  a  Two- 
penny Nail  with  a  broad  Head  ; 
and  after  that  the  Child  had  rai- 
fed  up  the  Nail  flie  came  to  her 
underllanding  ;  and  being  de- 
manded by  this  Deponent,  how 
{lie  came  by  this  Nail  ?  (lie  An- 
fwered,  That  the  See  brought  this 
Nail  and  forced  it  into  her  Mouth. 

And  at  other  times,  the  Elder 
Child  declared  unto  this  Depo- 
nent, that  during  the  time  of  her 
Fiddle  faw  Flies  come  unto  her, 
and  bring  with  them  in  their 
Mouthes  crooked  Pins,-  and  af- 
ter the  Child  had  thus  declared 

the 
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the  fame,  fhe  fell  again  into  vio- 
lent Fits  y  and  afterwards  raifed 
feveral  Pins. 

At  another  time,the  faid  Elder 
Child  declared  unto  this  Depo- 
nent^ and  fitting  by  the  Fire  fud- 
dainly  fhrted  up  and  faid,  {he  faw 
a  Moufe,  and  (he  crept  under  the 
Table  looking  after  it,  and  at 
length,  Hie  put  fomething  in  her 
Apron,  faying,  y/;e  had  caught  it ; 
and  immediatly  {he  ran  to  the 
Fire  and  threw  it  in5  and  there 
did  appear  upon  it  to  this  Depo- 
nent, like  the  flafhing  of  Gun- 
powder 5  though  fhe  confeflTed 
flie  faw  nothing  in  the  Childs 
Hand. 

At  another  time  the  faid  Child 
being  fpeechlefs,  but  otherwise, 
of  perfeifc  underftanding ,  ran 
round  about  the  Houfe  holding 
her  Apron,  crying  hujh}  huJJ?,  as 

if 
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if  there  had  been  fomePoukrey 
in  the  Houfe  •  but  this  Deponent 
could  perceive  nothing  :  but  at 
laft  flie  faw  the  Child  ftoop  as 
if  flie  had  catch't  at  fomething  , 
and  put  it  into  her  Apron,    and 
afterwards    made  as   if  fhe  had 
thrown  it  into  the  Fire  :  but  this 
Deponent  could  not  difcoverany 
thing :  but  the  Child  afterwards 
being  reftored  to  her  ipeech,  flie 
this  Deponent  demanded  of  her 
what  fhe  faw  at  the  time  flie  ufed 
fuch  a  pofture  ?  who  anfwered, 
That  p?e  fau>  a  Duck. 

At  another  time,  the  Younger 
daughter  being  recovered  out  of 
her  Fitts,  declared,  That  Amy 
Duny  had  hen  with  her ,  and  that 
(he  tempted  her  to  Drown  her  felf7 
and  to  cut  her  Throat  or  otherwise 
to  Dejlroy  herfelf. 

At  another  time  in  their  Fitts 

they 
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they  both  of  them  cryed  out  up- 
on %ofe  Cullender  and  Amy  Tinny, , 
complaining  againft:  them  .  Why 
do  not  you  come  yourfehes,  but  fend 
your  Imps  to  Torment  us  ? 

Thefe  feveral  paflages  as  mod 
remarkable,  the  faid  Deponent 
did  particularly  fet  down  as  they 
daily  happen'd^  and  for  the  rea- 
fons  aforefaidj  (he  doth  verily  be- 
lieve in  her  confcience,  that  the 
Children  were  bewitched,  and 
by  the  faid  Amy  Dtmyy  and  (Rofe 
Cullender ;  though  at  firft  fhe  could 
hardly  be  induced  to  believe  it. 

As  concerning  Ann  Durent^  one 
other  of  the  Parties,  flippofed  to 
be  bewitched^  prefent  in  Court. 

Edmund  Vurent  her  Father 
Sworn  and  Examined  ;  faid,That 
he  alfo  lived  in  the  faid.  Town 
of  Leyfioff,  and  that  the  laid 
%o[e  Cullender,  about  the   latter 

end 
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end  of  November  laft,  came  into 
this  Deponents  Houfe  to  buy 
fome  Herrings  of  his  Wife,  but 
being  denyed  by  her,  the  faid 
Qfyfe  returned  in  a  discontented 
manner-  and  upon  the  firft  of 
December  after,  his  Daughter  Ann 
Durent  was  very  forely  Afflided 
in  her  Stomach,  and  felt  great 
pain  ,  like  the  pricking  of  Pins, 
and  then  fell  into  fwooning  fitts, 
and  after  the  Recovery  from  her 
Fitts,  flie  declared,  That  JJ?e  had 
feen  the  Apparition  of  the  faid  Role, 
t>ho  threatned  to  Torment  her.  In 
this  manner  flie  continued  from 
the  firft  of  December j  until  this 
prefent  time  of  Tryal  ;  having 
likewile  vomited  up  divers  Pins 
(  produced  here  in  Court. )  This 
Maid  was  prefent  in  Court,  but 
could  not  (peak  to  declare  her 
knowledge  j   but  fell  into  moft 

violent 


32     A  Tryal  of  Witches. 

violent  fits  when  fhe  was  brought 
before  ^ofe  Cullender. 

Ann  Baldwin  Sworn  and  Ex- 
amined, Depofeth  the  fame  thing 
as  touching  the  Bewitching  of 
the  faid  Ann  Durent. 

As  concerning  Jane  Becking 
who  was  fo  weak,  fiie  could  not 
be  brought  to  the  Affizes* 

Diana  Bodkin?  Sworn  and  Ex- 
amined,  Depofed,That  fhe  lived 
in  the  fame  Town  of  Leyftojfy 
and  that  her  faid  Daughter  ha- 
ving  been  formerly  Affli&ed  with 
fwooning  fitts  recovered  well  of 
them,  and  fo  continued  for  a  cer- 
tain time  5  and  upon  the  Firft  of 
February  laft,  fiie  was  taken  alfo 
with  great  pain  in  her  Stomach> 
like  pricking  with  Pins,-  and  af- 
terwards fell  into  fwooning  fitts 
and  fo  continued  till  the  Depo- 
nents coming  to  the  Aflizes,  ha- 
ving 
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ving  during  the  fame  time  taken 
I  little  or  no  food,  but  daily  vo- 
miting crooked  Pins,-  arid  upon 
Sunday  kit  Faffed  Seven  Pins. 
And  whilft  her  fits  were  upon  her 
flie  wowld  fpread  forth  her  Arms 
with  her  hands  open,  and  ufe  po- 
ftures  as  if  flie  catched  at  fome- 
thing,  and  would  inftantly  clofe 
her  hands  again  ;  which  being  imu 
mediatly  forced  open,  they  found 
feveral  Pins  diverfly  crooked,  but 
could  neither  fee  nor  perceive 
how  or  in  what  manner  they 
Were  conveyed  thither.  At  ano- 
ther time,  the  fame  Jane  being  in 
another  of  her  fitts,  talked  as  if 
flie  were  difcourfing  with  fome 
perfons  in  the  Room,  (though 
fhe  would  give  no  anfwer  nor 
feem  to  take  notice  of  any  per- 
fon  then  prefene)  and  would  in 
like  manner  caft  abroad  her 
D  Arms^ 
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Arms,  faying,  I  Hoill  not  have  it9 
J  will  not  have  it  •  and  at  laft  fhe 
faid,  Then  I  will  have  ity  and  fo 
waving  her  Arm  with  her  hand 
open,  flie  would  prefently  clofe 
the  fame,  which  inftantly  forced 
open,  they  found  in  it  a  Lath- 
Nail.  In  her  fitts  (he  would  fre- 
quently complain  of  Q^ofe  Cullen- 
der and  Amy  l)uny3  faying,  That 
now  fhe  faw  Role  Cullender  ftand* 
ing  at  the  (Beds  feet,  and  another  time 
at  the  (Beds-head ,  and  fo  in  other 
places.  At  laft  fhe  was  ftricken 
Dumb  and  could  not  fpeak  one 
Word,  though  her  fitts  were  not 
upon  her,  and  fo  fhe  continued 
for  fome  days,  and  at  laft  her 
fpeech  came  to  her  again,  and  flie 
defired  her  Mother  to  get  her 
fome  Meat;  and  being  deman- 
ded the  reafon  why  fhe  could 
not  fpeak  in  fo  long  time  ?  She 

anfwercd 
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anfwered,  That  Amy  Duny  would 
not  fuffer  her  to  [peak.  This  Lath-, 
Nail,  and  divers  of  the  Pins  were 
produced  in  Court. 

As  concerning  Sufan  Chandler, 
one  other  of  the  Parties  fuppo^ 
fed  to  be  Bewitched  and  pre- 
fent  in  Court. 

Mary  Chandler  Mother  of  the 
faid  Sufan,  Sworn  and  Examined^ 
Depofed  and  faid,  That  about  the 
beginning  of  February  laft  paft^ 
the  faid  ^ofe  Cullender  and  Amy 
Duny  were'Charged  by  Mr.  Sa~ 
viuel  <Pacy  for  Bewitching  of  his 
Daughters.  And  a  Warrant  be- 
ing granted  at  the  requeft  of  the 
faid  Mt.Tacy ,by  Sir  Edmund  Bacon 
Baronet,one  of  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Suffolk 
to  bring  them  before  him,  and 
they  being  brought  before  him 
Were  Examined,  and  Confeffed 
D  %  nothing; 
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nothing.  He  gave  order  that  they 
fhould  be  fearched ;  whereupon 
this  Deponent  with  five  others 
were  appointed  to  do  the  fame ; 
and  coming  to  the  Houfe  of  <%ofe 
Cullender^  they  did  acquaint  her 
with  what  they  were  come  a- 
bout,  and  asked  whether  flie  was 
contented  that  they  fliould  feard^ 
her  ?  (lie  did  not  oppole  it,where- 
upon.they  began  at  her  Head  and 
fo  ftript  her  nakedy  and  in  the 
lower  part  of  her  Belly  they 
found  a  thing  like  a  Teat  of  an 
Inch  long,  they  queftioned  her 
about  it,  and  fhe  faid,  That  (he 
had  got  a  firain  by  carrying  of  loa~ 
ter  which  caufed  that  Excrefcence. 
But  upon  narrower  fearch?they 
found  in  her  Privy  Parts  three 
more  Excrelcencies  or  Teats5but 
lmaller  than  the  former ;  This 
Deponent  farther  faith,  That  in 

she 
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die  long  Teat  at  the  end  thereof 
there  was  a  little  hole,  and  it  ap- 
peared unto  them  as  if  ic  had  been 
lately  fucked ,and  upon  the  drain- 
ing of  it  there  liffued  out  white 
milkie  Natter. 

And  this  Deponent  farther 
faith,  That  her  faid  Daughter 
(  being  of  the  Age  of  Eighteen 
Years}  was  then  in  Service  in  the 
faid  Town  of  Leyftojf  ,  and  ri- 
fling up  early  the  next  Morning 
to  Wafli,  this  (Jtyfe  Cullender  ap- 
peared to  her,  and  took  her  by 
the  hand,  whereat  flie  was  much 
affrighted  ^  and  went  forthwith  to 
her  Mother,  (  being  in  the  fame 
town)  and  acquainted  her  with 
what  fhe  had  (een,-  but  being 
excreamly  terrified,  fhe  fell  ex- 
tream  fick,  much  grieved  at  her 
Stomach;  and  that  Night  after 
being  in  Bed  with  another  young 
D  3         Womao, 
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Woman,  fhe  fuddenly  fcrieked 
out  9  and  fell  into  fuch  extream 
fits  as  if  fhe  were  diftra&ed,  cry- 
ing againft  <I(pfe  Cullender ;  faying, 
fhe  would  come  to  bed  to  her.  She 
continued  in  this  manyr  beating 
and  wearing  her  felf,  infomuch, 
that  this  Deponent  was  glad  to 
get  help  to  attend  her.  In  her 
Intervals  fhe  would  declare,  That 
fame  time  [he  Jaw  Rofe  Cullender, 
at  another  time  with  a  great  Dog 
with  her:  She  alfa  vomited  up 
divers  crooked  Pins ;  and  fome- 
times  fhe  was  ftricken  with 
bliiidnefs?  and  at  another  time 
fhe  was  Dumb,  and  fo  fhe  ap- 
peared to  be  in  Court  when  the 
Tryal  of  the  Prifoners  was  .  for 
fhe  was  not  able  to  fpeak  her 
knowledge  ;  but  being  brought 
into  the  Court  at  the  Tryal,  (he 
fuddenly  fell  into  her  fits,  and  be- 


lng 
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ing  carryed  out  of  the  Court 
again,  within  the  {pace  of  half 
an  hour  fhe  came  to  her  felf  and 
recovered  her  fpeech,  and  there- 
upon was  immediatly  brought 
into  the  Court,  and  asked  by  the 
Court,  whether  (lie  was  in  con- 
dition to  take  an  Oath  ,  and  to 
give  Evidence,  fhe  faid  fhe  could. 
But  when  (he  was  Sworn5  and 
asked  what  fhe  could  fay  againft 
either  of  the  Prifoners?  before  (he 
could  make  any  anfwer,  (lie  fell 
into  her  fits/creeking  out  in  a  mi- 
ferable  manner,  crying  (Bum  hery 
bum  her^  which  were  all  the 
Words  (lie  could  fpeak. 

^ohert  Chandler  father  of  the 
faid  Sufan  gave  in  the  fame  Evi- 
dence, that  his  Wife  Mary  Chand- 
ler had  given ;  only  as  to  the 
iearching  oi  %ofe  Cullender  as 
aforefaid. 

D  4  This 
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This  was  the  fum  and  Sub- 
fiance  of  the  Evidence  which  was 
given  againft  the  Prifoners  con- 
cerning  the  Bewitching  of  the 
Children  before  mentioned.  At 
the  hearing  this  Evidence  there 
were  divers  known  perfons,  as 
Mr.  Serjeant  i^e/mg,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Earl,  and  Mr. Serjeant  Barnard, 
piefent.  Mr.  Serjeant  lading 
leemed  much  unfatisfied  with  it, 
and  thought  it  not  fufficient  to 
Convi6t  the  Prifoners :  for  ad- 
mitting that  the  Children  were 
in  Truth  Bewitched,  yet  faidhe, 
it  can  never  be  applyed  to  the 
Prifoners,  upon  the  Imagination 
only  of  the  Parties  Affiled  ,•  For 
if  that  might  be  allowed,  no  per- 
ion  whatioever  can  be  in  fafety, 
for  perhaps  they  might  fancy 
another  perfon,  who  might  alto- 
gether be  innocent  in  fuch  mat- 
ters. There 
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There  was  alfo  Dr.  (Brown  of 
Norwich  yz  Perfon  of  great  know- 
ledge 5  who  after  this  Evidence 
given,  and  upon  view  of  the  three 
perfons  in  Court,  wasdefiredto 
give  his  Opinion,  what  he  did 
conceive  of  them :  and  he  was 
clearly  of  Opinion,  that  the  per- 
fons were  Bewitched  5  and  faid, 
That  in  Denmark  there  had  been 
lately  a  great  Difcovery  of 
Witches,  who  ufed  the  very  fame 
way  of  Affii&ing  Perfons,  by  con- 
veying Pins  into  them,  and 
crooked  as  thefe  Pins  were,  with 
Needles  and  Nails.  And  his 
Opinion  was,  That  the  Devil  in 
fuch  cafes  did  work  upon  the 
Bodies  of  Men  and  Women,  up- 
on a  Natural  Foundation,  (that 
is)  to  ftir  up,  and  excite  fuch  hu- 
mours fuper-abounding  in  their 
Bodies  to  a  great  excels^  where-' 

by 
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by'  he  did  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  Affiidt  them  with  fiich 
Diftempers  as  their  Bodies  were 
moft  fubje<5t  to,  as  particularly 
appeared  in  thefe  Children ;  for 
he  conceived ,  that  thefe  fwoun- 
ing  Fits  were  Natural,  and  no- 
thing elfe  but  that  they  call  the 
Mother,  but  only  heigh  tned  to  a 
great  excels  by  the  fubtilty  of  the 
Devil,  co-operating  with  the  Ma- 
lice of  thefe  which  we  term 
Witches,  at  whofe  Inftance  he 
doth  thefe  Villanies. 

Befides  the  particulars  above- 
mentioned  touching  the  faid  per- 
fons  Bewitched,  there  were  many 
other  things  Objected  againft 
them  for  a  further  proof  and  ma- 
nifeftation  that  the  faid  Children 
were  Bewitched. 

As  Fir(iy  during  the  time  of 
the  Tryal,  there  were  fbme  ex- 
periments 
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periments  made  with  the  Perfbns 
Afflicted,  by  bringing  the  Perfons 
to  touch  them ;  and  ic  was  ob- 
served, that  when  they  were  in 
the  midft  of  their  Fitts,  to  all 
Mens  apprehenfion  wholly  de- 
prived of  all  fenfe  and  under- 
ftandingjclofing  their  Fifts  in  fuch 
manner,  as  that  the  ftrongeft  Man 
in  the  Court  could  not  force 
them  open  ;  yet  by  the  lead  touch 
of  one  of  thefe  fuppofed  Witches^ 
^pfe  Cullender  by  Name,  they 
would  fuddenly  fhriek  out  open- 
ing their  hands,  which  accident 
would  not  happen  by  the  touch 
of  any  other  perfon. 

And  lead  they  might  privatly 
fee  when  they  were  touched,  by 
the  faid  Q{ofe  Cullender,  they  were 
blinded  with  their  own  Aprons, 
and  the  touching  took  the  fame 
Effe6l  as  before 

There 
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There  was  an  ingenious  per- 
fon  that  objected,  there  might  be 
a  great  fallacy  in  this  experiment, 
and  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
ftrefs  put  upon  this  to  Convi£t  the 
Parties,  for  the  Children  might 
counterfeit  this  their  Diftemper, 
and  perceiving  what  was  done 
to  them,  they  might  in  fuch  man- 
ner fuddenly  alter  the  motion  and 
gefture  of  their  Bodies,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  induce  perfons  to  believe 
that  they  were  not  natural,  but ' 
wrought  ftrangely  by  the  touch 
of  the  Prifoners. 

Wherefore  to  avoid  this  fcruple 
it  was  privatly  defired  by  the 
Judge,  that  the  Lord  Cornwallis, 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon^  and  Mr.  Serje- 
ant Keeling^  and  fome  other  Gen- 
tlemen there  in  Court,  would  at- 
tend one  of  the  Diftempered  per- 
fons in  the  farther   part  of  the 

Hall, 
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Hall,  whilft  (he  was  in  her  fits, 
and  then  to  fend  for  one  of  the 
Witches,  to  try  what  would  then 
happen,  which  they  did  accor- 
dingly :  and  Amy  Duny  was  con- 
veyed from  the  Bar  and  brought 
to  the  Maid  :  they  put  an  Apron 
before  her  Eyes,  and  then  one 
other  perfon  touched  her  hand, 
which  produced  the  fame  effect 
as  the  touch  of  the  Witch  did  in 
the  Court.  Whereupon  the  Gen- 
tlemen returned,  openly  pro- 
tefting3  that  they  did  believe  the 
whole  tranfaition  of  this  bufinefs 
was  a  meer  Impofture. 

This  put  the  Court  and  all 
perfons  into  a  ftand.  But  at  length 
Mr.  <Pacy  did  declare.  That  pofli- 
bly  the  Maid  might  be  deceived 
by  a  fufpition  that  the  Witch 
touched  her  when  fhe  did  not. 
For  he  had  obferved  divers  times, 

that 
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that  although  they  could  not 
fpeak,  but  were  deprived  of  the 
ufe  of  their  Tongues  and  Limbs, 
that  their  underftandings  were 
perfe£t5  for  that  they  have  rela- 
ted divers  things  which  have  been 
when  they  were  in  their  fits5  after 
they  were  recovered  out  of  them. 
This  faying  of  Mr.  <Pacy  was 
found  to  be  true  afterwards,when 
his  Daughter  was  fully  recovered 
( as  {lie  afterwards  was )  as  fhall 
in  due  time  be  related:  Forfhe 
was  asked,  whither  {he  did  hear 
and  underftand  any  thing  that 
was  done  and  adted  in  the  Court^ 
during  the  time  that  fhelayas 
one  deprived  of  her  underftan- 
ding  ?  and  flie  faid,  (he  did  :  and 
by  the  Opinions  of  tome,  this  ex- 
periment \  (which  others  would 
have  a  Fallacy  )  was  rather  a  con- 
firmation that  the  Parties  were 

really 


A  Tryal  of  Witches.     47 

really   Bewitched,    than  other- 
wife  :  for  fay  they,  it  is  not  poffi- 
ble  that  any  fhould  counterfeit 
fuch  Diftempers,  being  accompa- 
nied with  fuch  various  Circurn- 
fiances,  much  lefs  Children  5  and 
for  fo  long  time,  and  yet  undif- 
covered  by  their  Parents  and  Re- 
lations :  For  no  man  can  fuppofe 
that  they  fhould  all  Confpire  to- 
gether, ( being  out  of  feveral  fa- 
milies,  and,  as  they  Affirm,  no 
way  related  one  to  the  other,and 
fcarce  of  familiar  acquaintance) 
to  do  an  A&  of  this  nature  where- 
by no  benefit  or  advantage  could 
redound  to  any  of  the  Parties,buc 
a  guilty  Confcience  for  Perjuring 
themfelves  in  taking  the  Lives  of 
two  poor  fimple  Women  away, 
and  there  appears  no  Malice  in 
the  Cafe.  For  the  Prifoners  them- 
felves did  fcarce  fo  much  as  Ob- 

je<% 
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jeft  it.  Wherefore ,  fay  theyi 
it  is  very  evident  that  the  Par* 
ties  were  Bewitched ,  and  that 
when  they  apprehend  or  under- 
ftand  by  any  means,  that  the  per- 
fons  who  have  done  them  this 
wrong  are  near,  or  touch  them  J 
then  their  fpirits  being  more  than 
ordinarily  moved  with  rage  and 
anger  at  them  being  prefent,  they 
do  ufe  more  violent  geftures  of 
their  Bodies,  and  extend  forth 
their  hands^as  defirous  to  lay  hold 
Upon  them  \  which  at  other  times 
not  having  the  fame  occafion,  the 
inftance  there  falls  not  out  the 
fame, 

ity*  One  JohnSoam  of  Leyfloff 
aforefaid,  Yeoman  [  a  fufficient 
Perfon,  Depofeth,  That  not  long 
fince^n  harveft  time  he  had  three 
Carts  which  brought  home  his 
Harveft,  and  as  they  were  going 

into 
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into  the  Field  to  load,  one  of  the 
Carts  wrenched  the  Window  of 
tyfe  Cullenders  Houfe,  whereup- 
on flie  came  out  in  a  great  rage 
and  threatned  this  Deponent  for 
doing  that  wrong,  and  fo  they 
pafled  along  into  the  Fields  and 
loaded  all  the  Three  Carts,  the 
other  two  Carts  returned  fate 
home,and  back  again,twice  load- 
ed that  day  afterwards ;  but  as 
to  this  Cart  which  touched  d(pfe 
Cullenders  Houfe  y  after  it  was 
loaded,  it  was  overturned  twice 
or  thrice  that  day  $  and  after  that 
they  had  loaded  it  again  the  fe- 
cond  or  third:  time,  as  they 
brought  it  through  the  Gate 
which  leadeth  out  of  the  Field 
iato  the  Town,  the  Cartfluckfo 
faft  in  the  Gates-head i  that  they 
could  not  poflibly  get  it  through, 
but  .were  inforced  to  cut  down 
E  the 
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the  Pofl:  of  the  Gate  to  make  the 
Cart  pafs  through,  although  they 
could  not  perceive  that  the  Cart 
did  of  either  fide  touch  the  Gate- 
pofib.  And  this  Deponent  fur- 
ther faith,  That  after  they  had 
got  it  through  the  Gate-way^ 
they  did  with  much  difficulty  get 
it  home  into  the  Yard  }  but  for 
all  that  they  could  do,  they  could 
not  get  the  Cart  near  unto  the 
place  where  they  fhould  unload 
the  Corn,but  were  fain  to  unload 
it  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
place,  and  when  they  began  to 
unload  they  found  much  difficul- 
ty therein,  it  being  fo  hard  a  la- 
bour that  they  were  tired  that 
firffc  came;  and  when  others 
came  to  aflifl:  them,  their  Nofes 
buvft  forth  a  bleeding :  fo  they 
were  fain  to  deiift  and  leave  it 
until  the  next  Morning,  and  then 

they 
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they    unloaded    it  without  any 
difficulty  at  all. 

(Robert  Sberringham  alfb    De- 
pofeth    againft   Otyfe    Cullender  % 
That   about  Two  Years  fince^ 
paffing  along  the  Street  with  his 
Cart  and  Horfes,  the  Axletree  of 
his  Cart  touched  her  Houfe?  and 
broke  down  fomepart  of  it3  at 
which,  flie  was  very  much  diP 
pleafed,  threatning  him,  that  his 
Horles  fliould  fuffer  for  it  *  and 
fo  it  happen'd,  for  all  thofe  Hor- 
fes, being  Four  in  Number,  died 
within  a  fhort  time  after  :  fince 
that  time  he  hath  had  great  Loffes 
by  the  fuddain  dying  of  his  other 
Cattle  ;  fo  foon  as  his  Sows  pig- 
ged, the  Pigs  would  leap  and  ca- 
per, and  immediately  fall  down 
and  dye.      Alfo,  not  long  after3 
he  was  taken  with  a  Lamenefs  in 
hisLimbs  that  he  could  neither  go 

E  2  nor 
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nor  ftand  for  fome  days.  After 
all  this?  he  was  very  much  vexed  , 
with  great  Number  of  Lice  of  an 
extraordinary  bignefs,  *and  al- 
though he  many  times  {hifted 
himfelf,  yet  he  was  not  any  thing 
the  better ,  but  would  fwarm 
again  with  them  •  lo  that  in  the 
Conclufion  he  was  forc'd  to  burn 
all  his  Clothes,  being  two  (bits 
of  Apparel^  and  then  was  clean 
from  them. 

As  concerning  Amy  Tinny,  one 
Richard  Spencer  Depofeth,  That 
about  the  firft  of  September  laft, 
he  heard  her  fay  at  his  Houfe, 
That  the  DeVil  would  not  let  her  reft 
until  Jhe  Tbere  Revenged  on  one  Cor- 
nelius Sandcfweir*  Wife. 

Ann  Sandcfwel  Wife  unto  the 
above-faid  Cornelius  '  Depofed  y 
That  about  Seven  or  Eight  Years 
fince  flie  having;  bought  a  certain 

number 
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number  of  Geefe?  meeting  with 
Amy  Dujiy,  flie  told  her,  Ifjhe 
did  not  fetch  her  Geefe  home  they 
would  all  be  Deflroyed ;  which  in 
a  few  days  after  came  to  pals. 

Afterwards  the  faid  Amy  be- 
came Tenant  to  this  Deponents 
Husband  for  a  Houfe,  who  told 
her?  That  if  JJ?e  looked  not  well  to 
fuch  a  Chimney  in  her  Houfey  that 
the  fame  would  fall :  Whereupon 
this  Deponent  replyed,  That  it 
was  a  new  one ;  but  not  mind- 
ing much  her  Words,  at  that  time 
they  parted.  But  in  a  fliort  time 
the  Chimney  fell  down  accor- 
ding as  the  faid  Amy  had  laid. 

Alfo  this  Deponent  farther 
faith5  That  her  Brother  being  a 
Fifherman,  and  ufing  to  go  into 
the  Northern  Seas,  (he  defired  him 
to  fend  her  a  Firkin  of  Fifh,which 
he  did  accordingly,  and  flie  ha- 
E  3  ving 
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ving  notice  that  the  faid  Firkin 
was  brought  into  LeyJ}off-<l{pady. 
{he  deGred  a  Boatman  to  bring 
it  afliore  with  the  other  Goods 
they  were  to  bring ;  and  (lie  go- 
ing down  to  meet  the  Boat- man 
to  receive  her  Fifh,  defired  the 
faid  Amy  to  go  along  with  her  to 
help  her  home  with  it  •  Amy  Re- 
plyed,  She  would  go  when  fhe  bad 
it.  And  thereupon  this  Depo- 
nent went  to  the  Shoar  without 
her,  and  demanded  of  the  Boat- 
man the  Firkin,  they  told  her, 
That  they  could  not  keep  it  in 
the  Boat  from  falling  into  the 
Sca,and  they  thought  it  was  gone 
to  the  Divel,  for  they  never  faw 
the  like  before.  And  being  de. 
manded  by  this  Deponent,  whe- 
ther any  other  Goods  in  the  Boat 
were  likewife  loft  as  well  as  hers? 
They  anfwered,  Hot  any. 

This 
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This  was  the  fubftance  of  the 
whole  Evidence  given  againft  the 
Prifoners  at  the  Bar  •  who  being 
demanded,  what  they  had  to  fay 
for  themfelves  ?  They  replyed 
Nothing  material  to  any  thing  that 
was  proved  againft  them.     Where- 
upon, the  Judge  in  giving  his  di- 
re&ion  to  the  Jury  3  told  them. 
That  he~  would  not  repeat  the 
Evidencce  unto  them5  leaft  by  fb 
doing  he  fhould  wrong  the  Evi- 
dence on  the  one  fide  or  on  the 
other.  Only  this  acquainted  them, 
That  they  had  Two  things  to  en- 
quire  after.     Fir  ft ,  Whether  or 
no  thefe  Children  were  Bewitch- 
ed ?     Secondly »,  Whether  the  Pri- 
foners at  the  Bar  were  Guilty  of 
it  ? 

That  there  were  fuch  CreaJ 

tures  as  Witches  he  made  no  doubt 

at  allj    For  Fir  ft  y  the  Scriptures 

E  4  had 
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had  affirmed  fomuch.  Secondly-. 
The  wifdom  of  all  Nations  had 
provided  Laws  againft  fuch  Per- 
lons,  which  is  an  Argument  of 
their  confidence  of  fuch  a  Crime. 
And  fuch  hath  been  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Kingdom>  as  ap- 
pears by  that  A6t  of  Parliament 
which  hath  provided  Punifh- 
ments  proportionable  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  Offence.  And  defired 
them,  ftri&ly  to  obferve  their 
Evidence  ,•  and  defired  the  great 
God  of  Heaven  to  diredt  their 
Hearts  in  this  weighty  thing  they 
had  in  hand  ;  For  to  Condemn  the  In* 
nocent,  and  to  let  the  Guilty  go  free7 
were  both  an  Abomination  to  the  Lord* 
With  this  fhort  Direction  the 
Jury  departed  from  the  Bar,  and 
within  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour 
returned,  and  brought  them  in 
both  Guilty  upon  the  feveral  In- 

di&mentSj 
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di&ments,  which  were  Thirteen 
in  Number  5  whereupon  they 
flood  Indi&ed. 

This;  was  upon  Thurfday  in  the 
Afternoon,  March  1 3.    1662. 
0!  ' 

The  next  Morning,  the  Three 
Children  with  their  Parents  came 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Hales's 
Lodging,  who  all  of  them  fpake 
perfectly,  and  were  as  in  good 
Health  as  ever  they  were  f  only 
Sufan  Chandler ^  by  reafon  of  her 
very  much  Affh&ion,  did  look 
very  thin- and  wan*  And  their 
friends  were  asked,  At  what  time 
they  were  reftored  thus -to  their 
Speech  and  Health  ?  And.  Mr.  (FV 
cy  did  Affirm,  That  within  lefs 
than  half  an  hour  after  the  Witches 
were  Convicted,  they  were  all  of 
ichem  Reftored,   and  flept  well 

that 
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that  Night,  feeling  no  pain  •,  on- 
ly Sufan  Chandler  felt  a  pain  like 
pricking  of  Pins  in  her  Sto- 
mach. 

After,  they  were  all  of  them 
brought  down  to  the  Court,  but 
Ann  Durent  was  fo  fearful  to  be- 
hold them,  that  (he  defired  (he 
might  not  lee  them.  The  other 
Two  continued  in  the  Court, 
and  they  Affirmed  in  the  face  of 
the  Country ,  and  before  the 
Witches  themlelves,  what  before 
hath  been  Depofed  by  their 
Friends  and  Relations  -  the  Pri- 
foners  not  much  contradicting 
them.  In  Conclufion,  the  Judge 
and  all  the  Court  were  fully 
fatisfied  with  the  Verdift,  and 
thereupon  gave  Judgment  a- 
gainft  the  Witches  that  they 
Oiould'be  Hanged. 

They 
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They  were  much  urged  tso 
confefs  y    but    would    not. 

That  Morning  we  departed 
for  Cambridge  y  but  no  Reprieve 
was  granted  :  And  they  were 
Executed  on  Monday,  the  Seven- 
teenth of  March  following,  but 
they  Confefled  nothing. 
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